
656 COUNCIL]

?Crgintatine (trnnrt
Wednesday, 8 April 1981

The PRESIDENT (the Hon. Clive Griffiths)
took the Chair at 4.30 pirn., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS
Questions were taken at this stage.

ADDRESS-I1N-REPLY: SIXTH DAY

Motion

Debate resumed from I April.
THE HON. R. J. L. WILLIAMS (Metro-

politan) [5.18 p.m.]: It gives me great pleasure to
Support the motion before the House and I shall
have something to say which, in many ways,
relates to the Address-in-Reply.

Perhaps the first comment I should make is
that one should congratulate most heartily His
Excellency the Governor for the manner in which
he performed his official duties on opening night.
It is hard work at any time for a member to make
a speech, or even to read a speech, in this House
when surrounded by one's colleagues;, but when
one does it in public in front of a large audience it
must be even more nerve-wracking when, as it
were, one is making a maiden speech. However,
His Excellency performed the task well and did
not even miss a beat.

I believe that shows once again we in this State
have been blessed by Her Majesty with the
appointment of an excellent representative who,
over the years, has proved his worth merely by his
promotion from the lower decks to become one of
the highest officers in Her Majesty's Navy.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: He is a good trade
unionist, too!

The Hon. R. .1. L. WILLIAMS: I shall turn to
that in a moment also, because I have quite a bit
to say. Much to Mr Berinson's disgust I intend to
talk for longer than 20 minutes.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Are you going to talk
on electoral reform?

The lHon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: If I speak on
electoral reform, I shall tell the House the role in
which the deputy leader is cast.

The Hon. D. K. Bans: I am going to see the
Melville Council tonight, so you can go for four or
five hours if you wish.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I shall send
the apologies of the Leader of the Opposition to

the council if he desires, because something of
what I intend to say may concern him also.

There is one matter on which I wish to
congratulate you, Sir, and I ask you to pass on my
congratulations to the officers and staff of the
House for the way in which they organised the
Address-in- Reply and the opening of Parliament.

May I suggest one small amendment to the
procedure? I suggest seats be made available at
the level of the dais, but behind the Chair, for the
service chiefs who attend the opening of
Parliament and that a more suitable place be
found for His Excellency's Aide-dc-Camp,
because the temperature in the House becomes
oppressive. It is something of a physical, as well
as a mental, strain for His Excellency's officers to
stand throughout the proceedings knowing full
well that Ijaif the people who are here do not want
them to be present.

I should like to make a request to the Hon. J.
M. Berinson and that is: If he does not attend the
next opening of Parliament, could he give me his
own tickets and those of his guests, because
thousands of people in my constituency would be
delighted to come here and witness a State
opening of Parliament?

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: I presume that is
because they have not been here before.

The Hon. D. K. Bans: No-one I know has ever
come twice.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: The Deputy
Leader of the Opposition is not quite right and
not all public servants have been here before.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Have you ever found
a constituent who wants to come a second time?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Yes, several of
them

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You should have them
certifited.

The Hon. R. J. 1. WILLIAMS: I support
wholeheartedly the State opening of Parliament
and I wish we could have two a year and then
more people could attend.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Why don't we have one
a week?

The Hon. R. J1. L. WILLIAMS: I shall turn to
the business of our having a ceremony once a
week later on, for the benefit of the Leader of the
Opposition.

Let us make one matter very clear and I wish
we could get it over to the general public. It is
that the ALP has recenty restated its attitude
towards the monarchy. It has made no bones
about it. It is part of its policy, and we have
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understood for years and years that the ALP
Wishes to turn this country into a republic. That
does not mean a great deal to many people
outside the Parliament;. but, although the ALP
wraps up its feelings on the matter in nice
language, in point of fact it wants to abolish the
monarchy and do away with the Queen and the
Royal Family in Australia. I ask you, Sir, why the
Press does not tell the public that in plain, simple
language?

It is the aim of the ALP to create a republic
and, once it did that, it would get rid of the Queen
and the Royal Family in Australia. However, the
ALP's policy in that regard is not conveyed very
successfully 1o the people.

I know a number of people within Australia
who, like me, are complete, utter, and dedicated
royalists. I shall continue to be a royalist as long
as I have to go to the table of the House and
swear an oath of allegiance, and even if I do not
have to do so.

The Hion. J. M. Berinson: That is a circular
argument, because you would not have to do that
if it was a republic.

The Hon. R. J. 1, WILLIAMS: It is a circular
argument, because it does not suit the Labor
Party! I wish to turn now from the attitude of the
ALP in so far as it wishes to abolish the
monarchy, to point out one of the reasons that
people should be very careful when they use
names. I have always had an interest in the use of
names.

The Hion. D. K. Dans: I have noticed that.
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Last week the

deputy leader of the Opposition referred to the
fact that the biblical attribute of his name
"Joseph" was "~a visionary". He did not claim to
be a visionary, although he indicated it said in his
book that Joseph was a visionary. However, in my
book it claims also that Joseph was a dreamer. I
had a close look at the name iJoseph" and my
book tells me-

The Hon. D. K. Dans: This is making very good
use of the Add ress-in- Reply.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I am making
excellent use of the Address-in- Reply and the
Leader of the Opposition will become aware of
this if he is patient, as I am always patient when
he is speaking.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I have noticed that.
The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: You have to be!
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: The Leader of

the Opposition has made some good speeches in
his time. I remember when we were debating
legislation relating to energy, the Leader of the

Opposition told us about "the blood running in
the streets of Fremantle" when he was making
one of the Most fiery speeches I have heard in this
House.

The H-on. Dl. K. Dans: I did not say that at all.
I was referring to 1919.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Those were the
words which were used.

The Hon. Dl. K. Dans: You people will go to
hell for sure and certain when you die!

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You keep the fire
going for us.

The Hon. Dl. K. Dans: You have blisters on
your tongues as big as footballs.

Several members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order! The member knows

that, when the President is speaking he must
come to order. I ask him to discontinue listening
to the interjections of the Opposition and to
proceed with his speech.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Thank you,
Sir, for your tolerance. I am sorry 1 strayed.

In the Bible Joseph is described as "Jacob's
eleventh son, first by his favourite wife, Rachel".
We find that in Genesis XXX, verses 22 to 24. He
is described also as "eponym of one of the twelve
tribes of Israel, which divided into the two tribes
of his sons Manasseh and Ephraim." We find that
in Genesis XLI, verses 50 to 52 and Joshua
chapter XVI. According to a chapter in Genesis
"Joseph was sold by his older brothers because of
jealousy of father's favouritism toward him,
became a slave in Egypt, won favour of the
Pharaoh, who made him his chief official, and
was instrumental in bringing Israelites to settle in
Egypt."

The Hon. Dl. K. Dans: That is earth-shattering!
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: It is earth-

shattering, because in my book it says that Joseph
was given by his father a coat of many colours.

I think names are significant and 1 am full of
admiration for the deputy leader of the
Opposition.' He is a very gifted and talented
student; he is a very gifted and talented
entrepreneur:, and during an interregnium in the
period he has attended to politics, he qualified as
a lawyer and took out a gold medal prize.
Therefore, one is entitled to say the deputy leader
of the Opposition is gifted in the art and practice
of law and I wish he would pass on one or two tips
to some of his colleagues, even though he is junior
to them.

The deputy leader is gifted to the extent that he
has served his State and his party in both the
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Federal and State spheres. His promotion in this
House was absolutely amazing.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You are missing out a
bit. Give him the whole accolade!

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: There is yet
another name which the deputy leader bears and I
want members to remember this, because here is
an extremely talented person.

The Hon. J1. M. Berinson: Are you aware it is
also biblical?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: 1 am. The
diminutive used by the deputy leader 'is "Max",
but I believe the correct translation is Mordecai.
These facts may be well known to the deputy
leader, but it has been necessary for me to
research them.

In the Bible, Mordecai was the cousin of Esther
who saved the Jews from destruction planned by
Haman. Members may recollect Haman who, in
the Bible, was the chief minister of one of the
Kings of Persia who has an unpronouncable
name, and enemy of the Jews. He was hanged on
the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai.

So, it is no trouble for me at all to say that the
Hon. J1. M. Berinson has been more than correctly
named. I pay tribute to him as a man of talent.

The Hon. i. M. Berinson: But-
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I do not belong

to the "but" "er" party. I pay tribute to the
member and in paying tribute I realise fully the
role he has to play in this House. On his arrival,
the policy changed; no longer was there talk of
abolition because the public did not want it. The
public have illustrated to us that they just do not
want that, so let us now gear up an attack on
electoral reform. They did that before in 1963!
The Hon. Ruby Hutchison proclaimed this House
was to be demolished and challenged for this,
that, and the other. Then, when it came to
electoral reform, it was a case of -Yes, my word,
they wanted electoral reform." However, the
A.L.P. members did precious little except talk
about it. The matter was left to my precedessor,
Dr G. Hislop, to introduce the reform into this
House. There are members who are present at the
moment who would remember that.

The IHon. F. E. McKenzie: Reform with a
gerrymander.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: That
interjection came in beautifully, on cue! That
electoral reform, which was accepted by the
Labor Party, in a flush of enthusiasm, flopped.
Ever since then, they have flopped and I suggest
that Mr Berinson has been required in this House
to persuade the populace at large that electoral

reform is necessary. As I said before, I do admire
the deputy leader of the Opposition, who has been
brought in to lead us in this particular direction,
leaving his leader to other duties.

We all should be aware of the background of
the deputy leader of the Opposition because we
are dealing with a very clever and talented person.
He will persuade and charm birds off trees,
including gerrymaniders and electoral reform.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: He is not that good is
he?

The Hon R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Yes, he really
is that good and my admiration for him grows
daily.

The Honl. P. G. Pendal: 1 will keep a closer
watch then.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: It makes it difficult
for me to criticise Mr Williams.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I wish now to
refer to the question of reform or recasting of the
role of this House. I have been sadden ed-

The Hon D. K. Dans: Are you talking about
Pike's committee?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Mr Pike has
no committee. I am sorry to tell the Leader of the
Opposition that fact, but there is no Pike's
Committee.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: His proposed Standing
Committee? It has been reported on television
and in the newspapers.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I do not watch
television.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: And you do not read the
newspapers?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: It has been in
the newspapers, has it? Well, does the Leader of
the Opposition think I may be allowed to have an
opinion apart?

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I asked whether you
were referring to the proposed committee.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I am referring
to the Standing Orders that pertained in this
House when I was first elected. The standards
have steadily eroded, particularly since the last
election.

I do not think there is any way in the world
that one can persuade the House that speeches
should have a time limit and that questions should
be limited. What I do suggest is that the privilege
accorded by the House should be recorded as
such.

An imbalance has occurred in this House and I
believe it is a case for sadness because we now
have the embarrassing situation, day after day, of
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the aping of the Supreme, District, and Family
Courts, and any other court, at question time in
this House.

All of us have certain mannerism which we
display when we speak, but if one cares to observe
very carefully such mannerisms, one should
observe the mannerisms of the legal fraternity in
this House.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: On both sides.
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: One could feel

very sorry for the Attorney General-the Leader
of the House-because he may be led easily into
thinking that he is back at university, giving
tutorials or lectures in law, especially at question
time.

We have two members who act as Tweedledum
and Tweedledee, jumping up and down at
question time. This has been illustrated by the
statement made by a Minister when he said that
if the cross-examination were to continue, he
would ask that the question be put on the notice
paper.

The Attorney General has a habit, which he
had long before the last election, which has
persisted for many years. When the Attorney
General is speaking in a court or in this House he
holds his lapels with both hands, with his thumbs
pointing upwards. That is a habit of the Attorney
General.

The Hon. D. KC. Dans: You know they hold
their gowns like that because their money purse is
at the back and when it gets heavy they have to
hold it up.

The Hon. R. i. L. WILLIAMS: I accept that. I
have noticed on other occasions with other
members of the legal profession that they will not
ask a question unless they have a writing
instrument in their hand. Other members gather
their gowns and put one Coot or leg forward. That
is a mannerism of Mr Olney, when he speaks in
this House and if members care to observe him
they will see that that is a fact. All other lawyers
do the same in courts; members should go down
and observe them.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Does the position of
Mr Olney's foot alter the quality of hj 's speech?.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Yes, because it
is usually in his mouth!

I have been studying the matter in order to find
out whether a republic would be a realistic thing.
Then, of course the Hon. Mr Olney, being a
honourable man, will give the lead to the party
and say "Now, look, I have been given an honour
which I do not want, an honour which has been
conferred upon me to give me certain privileges."

The honourable member is a Queen's Counsel and
has been given certain privileges. He should say
he does not want that because he does not want to
have anything to do with the Privy Council
because it is a foreign court, just as the
International Courts of Justice at the Hague arc
foreign courts.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: The Privy Council
has nothing to do with his being a Queen's
Counsel.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Who said
that? I am not that ignorant; I am just saying
that a Queen's Counsel has certain privileges. The
member has just illustrated the disadvantage of
his not having heard the early part of a speech.
The member was engaged in other parliamentary
business, and that has not allowed him to follow
the argument and interject intelligently.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Perhaps you could
repeat that bit about Genesis because it was such
a good contribution.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I will take a
copy and send it to the deputy leader of the
Opposition, although it will appear in Hansard.

As I was saying, it suits the time and the
purpose to have the honour of a Queen's Counsel
being conferred upon one, but it does not suit the
purpose that we should appeal to the Privy
Council.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: It has nothing to do
with it.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: May I make
my own speech because the member makes his
speeches often enough?

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Make sense then.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (the Hon. V. J.

Ferry): Order!
The Hon. Ri. L. WILLIAMS: If I heard the

interjection correctly, then it is a case of the kettle
calling the pot black.

If one subscribes to a political party which
wishes to abolish the monarchy then one should
give away the honours attached to it.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: Get your facts
right.

The Hon. R. i. L. WILLIAMS: It was restated
the other day.

The H-on. R. Hetherington: It is not part of the
policy.

The Hon. R. i. L. WILLIAMS: I can assure
the member that it will be. Mr Olney is a lawyer
of some skill and he should acknowledge those
facts.
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The Hon. Peter Dowding: You should not
denigrate him.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I would like to
know who is denigrating Mr Olney. I am certainly
not denigrating him and I do not want to hear
interjections from a man who has not listened to
the first three parts of the speech.

If I have something to say then I should be able
to say it and I will listen when someone else has
something to say.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: It is denigrating him.
The lion. R. J, L. WILLIAMS: I am not

denigrating Mr Olney.
The ACTING PRESIDENT: Order! Mr

Williams has the floor and the House should show
the courtesy of listening to the gentleman on his
feet.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Thank you,
Sir. I believe there is nothing wrong in appeals
being made to the Privy Council and to the
International Courts of Justice or the United
Nations because, by the same token, it has been
asked of us in this House, time and time again
"Are you going to abide by the ILO convention or
the Internation Labour Organisation?"
Apparently, it is all right for us to abide by those,
but it is not all right for us to appeal to the Privy
Council Judicial Committee.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: We do not go there
all the time.

The Hion. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: We are
forbidden to go there under 'certain sections of the
Constitution of the Commonwealth Government.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: We should be
forbidden to go to the Privy Council.

The H-on. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: The member
should be forbidden many things.

I have taken a great deal of notice of this
bitterness towards the Privy Council and the
foreign courts; yet, when I asked someone what
books would be regarded as basic reading if I
were to become a law student, I was told that the
best way to find out would be to go to a library
which deals with such things.

In my inquiries I found that if I wanted to
know something about evidence, books written by
Sir Rupert Cross would be the ones to refer to. If
I were to require information on consitutional and
administrative law, de Smith's books would be the
ones to consult. For common law, Blackstone
Commentaries would be the books to consult; for
conflict of law, Dicey and Morriss; and (or
constitutional law, Wynes would be the best book
to consult. If I wished to read about law of
contract, Cheshire and Ti foot.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Cheshire and Fifoot.
The Hon. R. i. L. WILLIAMS: I appreciate

that interjection from the deputy leader of the
Opposition because it will bring me back to my
main point, which is that they are all English
authors.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: He can't understand or
pronounce it; he is Welsh.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Of course, a
person requires perception in order to be able to
perceive, and perhaps the Leader of the
Opposition does not have that perception. Let me
point out that one of the fathers of the
Constitution was Welsh, and a lawyer to boot,
who was brought uip in Queensland. I am getting
a little sick and tired of this sort of thing and if it
is repeated outside this place I will do something
about it. I was born Welsh, but I am an
Australian citizen. Let members opposite put that
in their pipe and smoke it. I do not regard it as
something to be ashamed of.

The IHon. D. K. Darts: You are not ashamed,
are you?

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Did you say you were
bojrn in Wales?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I should be the
one who is taking objection, as Mr Dowding did,
at the denigration of my parents. I am not
ashamed of my parents; they are Welsh and I am
Welsh.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: That is what Mr Dans
said.

The Hon. R. J1. L. WILLIAMS: I am not
ashamed of it, and I do not need help. The last
person in the world from whom I would seek help
is the member opposite.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: He is very good on
divorce.

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: As I
celebrated my 28th wedding anniversary last
week I do not need his services in that respect,
either.

Several members interjected.
The PRESI DENT: Order!
The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I have tried in

the past to sit in my seat and listen to members
without interjecting. That has been my custom,
and I never bring rancour, bad feeling, or enmity
into this Chamber. I shall continue to act in that
fashion. I obey the rules of the House, but one's
patience is pushed to the limit when the diatribe
from members opposite becomes ceaseless.
Members opposite had a chance to speak their
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piece, and their friends will have a chance to reply
to what I have to say.

In answer to the Hon. i. M. Berinson in respect
of reforms, I wish to mention a further reform;
and in answer to the Leader of the Opposition, ;
s ay there is another reform in respect of ceremony
that I would like to see. I refer firstly to the
abolition of the practice of electing presiding
officers from the floor of the House. I spoke about
this matter and delivered a paper on it in 1971,
long before Sir Billy Snedden raised it in 19712. 1
have advocated that the presiding officer should
be a member of Parliament who is elected for
whatever term the Parliament decides.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: Should that apply also
to his colleague in the same province?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: I think not.
Under my system the presiding officer would be
taken out of his province, as would the presiding
officer in another place. Our presiding officers
should be appointed in the same way as is the
Speaker of the House of Commons. In England
the Speaker's seat is not contested, and if it is
contested the leaders of both parties go to the
electorate and canvass for the Speaker. Certainly
he is never opposed in his electorate by any
recognised party. That may come as a surprise to
members. The Speaker's electorate is Berwick,
and the present Speaker (the Right Hon. George
Thomas) used to be the member for Cardiff
Central which seat he resigned in order to take up
the Speaker's seat, which is regarded as
sacrosanct.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Would that be
practical with a body as small as this one?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Perhaps not,
but it would bear investigation. I cannot make a
recommendation, because the House is wiser than
I am, and it would have to investigate the matter.
We could have an Assembly seat of West Perth
and an upper House province of West Perth
which could be the electorate and province of the
Speaker and the President. I would even have
residences in West Perth for the Speaker and the
President, and once a week I would have a
ceremonial procession by the Speaker and the
President into their Houses.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: I think you have won
the President over. He looks very happy up there.

The Hont. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: In addition we
could build accommodation in which guests of the
Speaker and the President could be extended the
hospitality of the presiding officers. This occurs in
Westminster. I have never had the privilege of
being a guest of the Speaker in the Speaker's
quarters because that is a privilege which is

reserved, and quite rightly, for people who are far
more important than I am. I see a role for
presiding officers in representing the State of
Western Australia, particularly if they had
residences and were able to entertain guests.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Would you propose
that the presiding officer would still have a vote in
the House when there was an equality of votes?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: No, because I
would see that a distribution occurred to ensure
there could never be a tied vote on the floor of the
House; in other words, we would have an odd
number of members.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: But that does not
solve the problem, does it?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS:
Mathematically that may present a problem, but
certainly it is unique for the Speaker of the House
of Commons to cast a vote. I feel if my suggestion
were followed it would be a worth-while reform.

Finally, I wish to touch on two other matters. I
commenced by saying I am a monarchist, and
indeed I am. I am not criticising you, Mr
President, in any way whatever, but I wish to pose
to you a thought which for some unknown reason
has been lurking in the back of my mind for a
long time. When I read the Minutes of the
Proceeding of this place I find it is stated that the
President took the Chair. I am not sure that you
do that, Sir. I understand what it means, but in
fact I think you occupy the throne because the
Chair in which you sit has a crown above it. I feel
the only person who should sit in a chair with a
crown above it in a public place should be Her
Majesty or Her appointee. That is not intended as
criticism, because the matter is one for you, Sir,
to decide. Certainly I will support anything you
decide should be done; you may rest assured of
that.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Why don't you bring in
a private member's Bill?

The Hon. R. J. L. WILLIAMS: Mr President,
in no way will I attempt to usurp your authority
in this place. I merely pose the question and you
may. like I have, ponder it-for the next 10 years
if you like. As you know, Sir, you and I share a
rapport and you will know that no offence is
intended to you in any way, shape, or form.

I wish to mention another matter which gave
me no pleasure last Saturday evening, but which
gave me an uplift on the other hand. I was
unfortunate enough to attend a dinner at which
one of my friends was taken ill. As I did not like
the look of him I suggested that he have medical
attention. That was at 10.10 p.m. I took my friend
to the casualty department of Sir Charles
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Gairdncr Hospital, where we arrived at 10.20
p.m. The receptionist said "What can I do to help
you?" I told her that my friend was not feeling
well and had pains in the chest. She said "Take
your friend straight through that door and come
back and give me his details-" I took my friend to
a sister who took care of him immediately and I
went back to give his details to the receptionsit.

I want to go on record as saying this because a
great deal has been expressed in criticism of our
hospitals. No questions were asked when we
arrived at the hospital. Subsequently I answered
the usual questions and at 12.20 am., after
exhaustive tests, my friend was admitted to the
hospital. I cannot express sufficiently my
gratitude and that of my friend's wife in respect
of the way he was treated. Our faith in the
hospital system has been reaffirmed-. My friend is
still in the hospital.

That receptionist, who was not a medical
person in the accepted sense of the word, had
been trained and knew precisely what to do. The
needs of the patient were paramount and no
questions were asked regarding medical fund,
address, age, and the rest or it.

Many people would have us believe via the
popular Press that such is not the case in every
hospital. However. I am sure such is the case in
every hospital in the Perth metropolitan area; and
people should be told about it. They should be
reminded that we have a dedicated medical and
paramedical profession.

It gives me great pleasure to support the
motion, and I look forward to standing in my
place next year and doing precisely the same
thing, because I see this as one of the roles of our
Chamber.

TH-E . HON. F. E. McKENZIE (East
Metropolitan) [5.57 p.m.]: The Address-in- Reply
debate gives members the opportunity to speak on
any matter whatever. I notice that Mr Williams
touched on some of the events which transpired at
the conference of the Australian Labor Party over
the weekend. I attended that conference, and I
would remind members that decisions made by
the conference are only recommendations to the
Federal conference.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: Mr Williams already
knows what the Federal conference will decide.

Thc Hon. I. G. Pratt: Are not they the official
views of the Western Australian branch?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Yes they are, but
they do not become party policy until such time as
they are agreed to by the Federal conference.
They will not automatically become policy. They

are merely recommendations made to the Federal
conference from the Western Australian branch.

I noticed in the Press on Tuesday morning the
Premier commented on the matter of socialism,
and we saw a headline indicating that socialism
was a risk to freedom. I suggest it was predictable
that the Premier would make such a statement,
and I am afraid when he made it he was ignorant
of the facts. Socialism is not a risk to anybody's
freedom; in fact the biggest risk to freedom in the
existing situation is the Liberal Government.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Socialism is asserting
itself in Poland right now.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: We are not
talking about Poland. We are talking about
socialism; and there is a big difference between
socialism and communism.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: I thought marxists and
socialists all agreed on! the same principles.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: If Mr Pike wants
me to explain to the House all the platforms of
socialism, I am quite prepared to do so.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: I would like you to do
that. Please go ahead.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Well, I will keep
members here until midnight.

The Hon. R. Q. Pike: Please do so.
The PRESIDENT: Order! Would honourable

members cease their interjections? They are
completely out of order, and they are making the
place sound like a football match.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I do not intend to
go through the whole thing, unless that is what
the House desires. I know Mr Pike might desire
it-

Government members interjected.
The PRESIDENT: Order!

Sitting suspended from 6.01 to 7.30 p.m.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Before the tea

suspension I was speaking about the Premier's
statement on socialism and the risk to freedom
which statement appeared in Tuesday's The West
Australian.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: You were going to tell us
about socialism.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I can do that at
length; I have the documents here.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Just tell us about the
difference between communism and socialism; it
will be much shorter.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: If the House
wants me to do so I can quote the documents in
full. I am prepared to table these papers so that
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anyone who wishes may go through them.
Perhaps one day we can have a debate on
socialism. I am prepared to say that I was at our
conference held on Saturday and I fully applaud
the decision to have our recommendations
included in our platform. The people of Australia
need an alternative. That does not mean to say we
have to disagree on everything. A-great many
Bills which come before this House are agreed to
by the Opposition. Many of our opponents lose
sight of the fact that when speaking about
socialism many people tend to confuse it with
communism; the two are very different. And of
course socialism is in many respects quite
different from capitalism.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Solzhenitsyn says that
talking, about democratic socialism is as
meaningful as boiling ice.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I have not read
his works. I wish to quote a couple of passages
about political democracy which subject is
included in our socialist platform. It will
completely refute the Premier's comments and
will reveal his ignorance on the matter. I quote as
follows-

Socialists strive. to build a new society in
freedom and by democratic means.

Can anyone opposite tell me what is wrong with
that statement? I will quote further-

Without freedom there can be no
Socialism. Socialism can be achieved only
through democracy. Democracy can be fully
realised only through Socialism,

I believe that to be a fact; it can he achieved only
through socialism,~ 1 shall quote now a further
definition as follows-

Where Socialists aim to achieve freedom
and justice by removing the exploitation
which divides man under Capitalism,
Communists seek to sharpen those class
divisions only in order to establish the
dictatorship of a single party.

We do not subscribe to either of those things.
There is a difference between socialism,
communism, and capitalism.

The Hon. R. G. Pike: Shared misery could be a
definition.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I could say a few
things about shared misery under capitalism and
under this Government and the Federal
Government. I shall quote further-

Socialsim is an international movement
which does not demand a rigid uniformity of
approach. Whether Socialists build their
faith on Marxist or other methods of

analysing society, whether they are inspired
by religious or humanitarian principles, they
all strive for the same goal-a system of
social justice, better living, Freedom and
world peace.

The statement made by the Premier is a load of
claptrap. It seems that members of the Liberal
Party-and Mr Pike in particular-seem to know
more about Labor Party policy than about their
own policy.

I took the following quote from the Civil
Service Journal which was received by all
members two or three days ago. There was a full-
page spread about capitalism, technology, and the
working class, and it was written by Professor Ted
Wheelwright, who is a member of the Labor
Party. I quote as follows-

It no longer makes sense to look at the
money system in terms of national
economies. Companies have not only grown
larger than nations, they have spread
themselves across the whole world and can
move money in a way which leaves nations
unable to control them.

In many key areas of the economy it is not
as if they are part of the market place; they
are the market place. The transnationals
easily dodge traditional tax systems and they
can take their money to where labour is
cheap and docile. Indeed, they can afford to
replace much of the work force with-
technology. This has led us into a new sort of
slavery.

Human labour has found itself in
competition with enormously sophisticated
machines which are owned by the
transnationals. We are left with a choice.
Either we accept the new slavery or we aim
to bring the transnationals under social
control. The second choice, in a word, is
revolution.

I do not want the revolution. The concluding part
is the provocative piece and if we were to accept it
it would have a profound effect on us. If we do
not accept it we are left to question where he has
gone wrong.

Daily I am becoming more concerned that
these transnational organisations are becoming
more powerful than Governments. It worries me,
just as it should worry the Government. I want to
expand on this idea of the operations of the
transnationals having an effect upon Australians
and the Australian Government.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Some of it is very
good.
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The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: A lot is very bad
because it is not solving the problems of this
country, problems which the member would know
of. We have increasing unemployment, increasing
inflation, and high interest rates. All these ills
result from the things about which Professor
Wheelwright mentioned; that is, the movement of
capital around different parts of the world. This
involves the iron ore industry in Mr Withers'
area. It is falling on hard times because of the
decisions made by these people to buy additionaf
iron ore from Brazil instead of from Western
Australia.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: How is our tax and
inflation compared with that of European
socialists?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The document I
have here indicates that when compared with
other OECD countries we are not as badl'y off as
many people believe we are.

I have mentioned how these transnationals can
manipulate the tax laws of Australia so as to pay
very little tax. An example comes to mind of the
Vestey Company, a pastoral company which paid
no tax over a very long period despite the fact
that it took plenty out of the country.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: Can you name a
country which can match our level of
egalitarianism?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: 1 have not
studied that subject. Perhaps we can debate it at
some other time. Let us look at what Barnet( said
in the Multi National Monuitor of I February
1980. The article is freely available and I shall
quote from it because members ought to be
concerning themselves with the power these
corporations are able to use around the western
world. Governments will Find it increasingly
difficult to comnbat this-tyj'e of operation. We are
fearful of tackling them because .we will have lost
control. The multinationals and the trans-
nationals have been able to seize control from
elected Governments.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: Is Holmes A' Court
one of these dreaded people-the same bloke you
wanted to set up your development corporation?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I do not know
about that. 1 certainly do not subscribe to the idea
that he is able to make raids such as that on
Elders GM and make a profit of $16 million, tax
free. That shows there are loopholes in our tax
laws. The Federal Government is failing in its
duty to the Australian people by not tightening up
its taxation legislation. I quote as follows-

'Increasingly. Global resource systems are
being managed by multinational

corporations. The mining, melting, refininl
and mixing of animal, vegetable, mineral an(
human resources into products for sale is ay
integrated operation on a planetary scale.

"Viewed from space, the Global Factor,
suggests a human organism. The brain i:
housed in steel and glass slabs located in o:
near a few crowded cities; New York
London, Frankfurt, Zurich and Tokyo. Th4
blood is capital, and it is pumped through th4
system by global banks assisted by a fey
governments.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Can you tell us what hN
had to say about revolution?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE:- He had nothini
to say in this part of the series about revolution
This part was on world capitalism and th(
dominance of global corporations. This part is thi
first of five and no doubt we will read what he ha!
to say about revolution. I do not subscribe to sue)
theories. I merely raise the matter for tho
consideration of the House.

On the one hand, the Premier is prepared t(
decry socialist attitudes as espoused by the Laboi
Party, yet, on the other hand, his colleagues arn
not prepared to do anything at all abou
transnational corporations which work against no
only Australians, but also the rest of the people ii
the western world. I pose that point as ar
example.

I note that neither of the major parties-
include the Labor Party in this point-believe!
that we will ever again have full employment.
think that is tragic. For a long time-at least
during my lifetime-the Australian Labor Parti
has been committed to having full employmen-
and has constantly worked to have all the wont
force employed. No longer do we seem to bt
saying that that should be so. I think tIN!
situation has been brought about because we art
within the grips of transnational corporations
They have more power than have Governments
and we will find it very difficult to have all th(
work force employed or generally place people ir
employment. The transnational corporation!
demand only a maximisation of profits with nc
care at all for the community, and for that reasor
I raised the points I did.

The liIon. Neil McNeill: What do you regard a!
full employment?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I regard ful
employment as being a situation whereby al
people ab le to be employed are employed, and ir
that sense we have had full employment. I regarc:
full employment as a situation in which only I pei
cent or 2 per cent of the work force, at tht
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maximum, is receiving unemployment benefits at
one time. Always we will have some people,
because of their moving from one job to another,
etc., on the unemployment list for a short time.
For many years we had what I regard as full
employment. Now we must bear unemployment
levels of 6 per cent or 7 per cent with no promise
of our returning to the time of, say, the Tonkin
Government, when unemployment was down to I
or 2 per cent.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: You cannot compare
that figure with the present situation which is
entirely different.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Full employment
should be able to be reached now. We keep
hearing about this rich State and the resources it
has that the rest of the world wants, but we
cannot return to full employment. If technological
changes have caused the situation we should meet
those changes. If technology is replacing people in
the work force the hours of working should
decrease. However, we hear the bellyaching from
the other side when a decrease in ihe hours of
work is mentioned. If the machines replace people
in the work force then surely it is reasonable to
expect a reduction in the hours worked each week
so that we have full employment. The 35 hour
week, contrary to the views of members opposite,'
will create additional. employment. If people are
not employed they are merely a burden on the
rest of the community.

Government members interjected.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I will not answer

the interjections. I will go on to the next point and
show how the Government is failing the people.

I will quote from an article in the Council of
Social Service magazine. It states-

Bill Storer, chairman of the ACT planning
and co-ordination committee for IYDP has
resigned in protest over the lack of
government funding.

The Hon. P.CG. Pendal: Do you have the figures
of what the ACTU put into it?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I am saying it
should be Government funded. We are in the
Interntational Year of Disabled Persons. I can
assure the Hon. P. G. Pendal that having been an,
affiliated member of the ACTU. I know that the
council would give all it could, plus more. It cares
for disabled people in our community.

-The lHon. P. G. Pendal: So long as it doesn't
have to pay for it.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The Government
is not paying enough. To continue with the
article-

Mr Storer who, has been chairman of the
committee since February 1980 says he
asked for $70 000 to launch projects for
IYDP.

In other words, that is the Federal Government's
approval to funding.

Then we come to the situation in New South
Wales where the Labor Government is providing
funds for this project. The details are contained in
this article of which all members have received a
copy. To continue-

The New South Wales committee seems to
have come out best in funding for IYDP with
the State Government allocating $750 000 in
addition to normal funding for disabled
projects.

That is the position in New South Wales which
contrasts quite markedly to the pitiful amount the
Australian Government provided for people in the
Australian Capital Territory and which caused
the resignation of the chairman of the
organisation.

I ask members to consider the situation in
Western Australia. Of the $150000 provided,
$90 000 will be taken up by administration
expenses and salaries, leaving a mere $60 000 for
the work that needs to be done. All this is an
example of Federal and State Governments,
except the New South Wales Government, giving
very meagce amounts to assist with the
International Year of Disabled Persons. The
Labor Government in New South Wales has
provided more than has any other State.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: How much was spent on
administration and salaries in New South Wales?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: That figure is not
quoted here.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: Don't you think it would
be best to compare those figures?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I am drawing the
attention of the House to the fact that the Labor
Government in New South Wales provided
$750 000, and the total amount provided is
important in this matter.

The Hon. 1. G. Pratt: The amount for Western
Australia was what?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The amount
provided by the Government in Western Australia
was $ 150 000.

I expect each member has received a letter
from the Women's Refuge Group of Western
Australia which deplores the niggardly attitude of
the Western Australian Government. Members
know full well that women's refuge centres house
mothers, and also wives who in many cases have
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been badly beaten by their husbands. These
women must go to the centres for refuge, and
those in my area are usually full to the brim with
such women.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: That is right.
However, you can't put them right throughout the
State.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: At present there
are not enough centres.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: They ask for help
and assistance. How can the people in areas which
my colleague and myself represent obtain that
assistance when they cannot even obtain a certain
quality of life?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I wonder what
the member is talking about. He has quality for
his people.

The Hon. W. R. Withers: We haven't.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: When the

member has his opportunity to speak he can
explain his situation. I believe the people in his
area have quality of life. Nothing stops people
from his area coming to an area such as mine to
obtain assistance.

I ask members to consider apart from the
number of refuges, the funding of these centres.
In this document which every member has
received we are asked to make representations to
the Minister for Health (Mr Young) and that is
precisely what I am doing by way of my speech in
the hope that some justice is given by the
Government to this particular organisation which
is doing a fine job in the community. All politics
aside, these organisations are vitally important in
their assistance to members of Parliament.

No-one is pointing the bone and saying the
funds are being wasted, I will refer to the
situation evidenced in this letter which states-

The current funding arrangements for
Refuges throughout Australia is that the
Federal Government provides 75% of
recurrent costs and the State Governments
are required to provide the remaining 25%.

In every state except Queensland and
Western Australia the State Government
does *contribute the full 25% making these
Refuges 100% funded. In Western Australia
the State Government refuse to provide the
full 25%. Until 1979 they refused to
contribute at all. In January 1979 they
agreed to provide only 12'/2%. This means
that Refuges in W A. must raise 121/2% of
their own funds every month before they
receive any Government funds.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: If you are so concerned
about community welfare why do you and your
colleagues in this place get up and condemn the
Government for wanting to put a community
welfare facility in your electorate?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I opposed that
facility because it was inappropriately located. In
any event, the Government has deemed that the
centre should go to another place. The president
of my local council has been informed of the
situation, but members of Parliament have been
completely ignored. Nobody has told me about
the new site.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I asked you the other
day whether you had been to the Minister to
discuss the matter with him.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I wrote to both
Ministers concerned, but the shire clerk was
written to and informed that the Government has
chosen another site or agreed that the initial site
is inappropriate. I wonder why the members who
represent the area did not know what was
happening. In any case, those remarks are in
answer to an interjection.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You did politicking
over the issue.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal interjected.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZiE: Rubbish! It is all

very well for the Hon. P. 0. Pendal to interject to
try to sidetrack me. Perhaps he was embarrassed.

The Mon. P.OG. Pendal: I was not.
The Hon. G. E. Masters: He is not at all

embarrassed.
The Hon. F. F. McKENZIE: If he is not

embarrassed he should be. I hope he will join with
me in asking the State Minister for Health (Mr
Young) whether he will do something to increase
the funding by 12.5 per cent to bring it into line
with funding provided by every other State, bar
Queensland, so that the people in need in our
community will have further assistance from
people in our midst who presently do a sterling
job.

The Hon. Neil McNeill: Have you visited any
of the refuge centres?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Yes. Mr
President, you would know about the Mary Smith
Refuge Centre in Bentley. I have looked over that
and believe the people there are doing a fine job
for the community. I do not know whether any
other members have had the experience of
someone calling them in the middle of the night
and asking for assistance because they have had
some problems in their home. It is always handy
for a member of Parliament to know a refuge
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centre is available to which he can direct those
poor unfortunates. It is incumbent upon this
Government to provide 25 per cent of the funding.
The Federal Government provides 75 per cent of
ihe funding for these centres in Australia, and
every State Government except the Queensland
and Western Australian Governments provide the
other 25 per cent.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You should stick to
trains. You would be better off.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: It is early in the
evening.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You are standing
there all alone-

The PRESIDENT: Order!
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I think I hnave

gone a little off the track. I now want to bring to
the attention of the House the position of the
State Housing Commission. I raise this matter
following a request made to me since we last
spoke about this matter.

An increasing number of people in my
electorate are requesting maintenance on homes
they are renting from the State Housing
Commission. When I receive such a request. I
always visit the house to see whether the request
for maintenance is justified. I am aware of the
problems in regard to SHC housing. Many homes
in my area are approaching the end of their
economic lives, if indeed they have not done that
already. I am referring to houses in the long-
established areas of Ashfield, Redcliffe,
Rivervale, and Bentley..

In many cases I have found the commission has
declined to carry out maintenance that ought to
be carried out. Certainly it is maintenance I
would attend to very quickly in my own home.
One must acknowledge the fact that the
commission is being starved of funds, and the only
way to overcome the problem is to inject more
funds into the commission.

The Hon. Neil Oliver: Did you see the annual
report last year?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Yes, I have it
here.

The Hon. Neil Oliver: Did you see the profit
made by the commission?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: It did not have
sufficient funds to make a profit. For the benefit
of members I will read from page 8 of the annual
report or the State Housing Commission. It
says-

The most significant factor affecting the
operations this year was the reduction in
funds made available under the

Commonwealth State .Housing Agreement
for construction of rental housing. Whilst the
requirement of the Commonwealth that a
substantial portion of these funds be used for
construction of accommodation exclusively
for Aboriginal people reflected the State's
approach to the Commonwealth Government
for additional funding for this area of need,
the allocation is far short of the annual
amounts required by the Commission to meet
the backlog of housing required in the
Aboriginal communities.

There has been a progressive reduction in
funds made available by the Commonwealth
under the Housing Agreement over the last
three years from $37.4 Million in 1977/78 to
$30.8 Million in 1978/79 to $26.2 Million in
1979/80.

1 ask members to consider how much the
reduction is in real terms. The State Housing
Commission is unfairly bearing the brunt of
criticism from its tenants because obviously it is
being starved of funds. The commission is not
able to construct the number of rental dwellings it
ought to construct, and so it is taking
maintenance money away from that area. It has
been able to undertake only a meagre amount of
construction.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: Do you agree it might
be at least advan'tageous to have a few more
people housed rather than a few other people
having their bathrooms fixed up?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: No, I do not. I
have looked at some of these houses.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: So have 1.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: They are nothing

more than dumps, just a roof over someone's
head.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: How much money has
been spent on the brick veneers in Maniana in the
last few years?

The Hon F. E. McKENZIE: Certainly that
area has been upgraded, but it was a very
depressed region. This demonstrates the difficult
job of the Housing Commission to maintain some
sort of building progress.

Let us look at the maintenance area. In 1977
the funds allocated and spent on maintenance
were $8 005 253. That was a 65 per cent increase
on the previous year. At that time the statement
made about the increase was as follows-

The 65 per cent increase results primarily
from the Commonwealth's decision to step
up programme protective maintenance of
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properties and provide an improved service
maintenance to tenants.

Then in 1978 the maintenance figure was
increased to $10.7 million to continue the
programme. However, because of the shrinkage of
funds under the Commonweal th-S tate housing
agreement, the figure was reduced back to $8.3
million in 1979.

In my opinion that was a disastrous decision,
and in 1980 the amount was increased to $10
million again. In real terms that illustrates a
substantial reduction since the decision in 1977 to
step up maintenance. As the homes become older
they require more maintenance.

Another factor operating in my area is that of
overseas money coming into Western Australia.
Multistorey flat units are being purchased by
overseas companies and the flats are then sold on
strata titles. Many of the tenants were pensioners
who have now been forced out of these units
because they cannot purchase them and the rents
have been increased substantially. I have had
many of these people on my doorstep, although I
do not want to debate that issue tonight.

I am concerned about the welfare side of the
housing problem in raising this matter here
tonight. Something has to give, and it looks like it
is the maintenance sector which is suffering.
Many of these homes will deteriorate to the
extent that they will not he habitable at all.

t want to come now to the railways, and I will
touch firstly on the closure of the Fremantle-
Perth railway line.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: You should be careful
about a question you asked tonight regarding the
bus transfer station at Armadale.

The Hon. F. F-. McKENZIE: Why?
The Hon. P. G. Pendal: I have something in

mind for you about that.
The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I hope it is good

news.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: It is not good news for
you; it is a friendly warning if you intend to talk
about the railways.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: It does not really
concern me whether it is good news for rme, as
long as it is good news for the people in that
corridor.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: I agree.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I will be waiting
with great expectations for that information.

When the Government announced its intention
to close the Perth-Fremantle railway line, the
Opposition in this Parliament predicted that the

closure would prove a disaster in terms of savings.
The Director General of Transport has 'tried to
justify the Government's decision, and no doubt
he has attempted to justify it because he was its
architect.

In the annual report of the Metropolitan
Transport Trust we see that the expenditure on
suburban railway lines increased by $1 10 337 and
the revenue went down by $490 874 in the year
ended 30 June 1980 compared with the previous
year. We must remember that the Fremantle-
Perth service had not operated for 10 months of
the year 1979-80. That meant that the loss per
passenger carried increased from $ 1.11 to $1 .45.

The only way to reverse this trend-and we
predicted this at an earlier stage-would be to
reopen this passenger line and, indeed, to extend
it into other areas, possibly to the north of Perth
where the population is growing.

Even before the closure of the Fremantle-Perth
railway line, it was obvious that the railway
network was not large enough. It needed
imaginative thinking on the part of the
Government to carry out a programme of
expansion.

Recently in the Press we saw a statement by
Mr Solomon, the Chairman of the Australian
Institute of Urban Studies, and this was later
supported by a Mr Dawson. Mr Solomon said we
do not have enough parking space in the central
business district of Perth. I read some time ago
that we had more parking space in our CI3D than
the City of Melbourne has in its CBD. So it
appears to me that these gentlemen are way off
beam in promoting more parking space for Perth.

Another parking station is either planned or
under construction in Pier Street. There is little
enough room now for us to traverse the streets of
Perth, without our erecting another monstrosity in
the central area. We all know how difficult it is to
negotiate around that area. It is a better public
transport System that we need.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: We need more white
sticks to negotiate the streets.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I regard this as a
very serious matter. We need more railways, more
buses, and more public transport. The central
business district is dying, and that is because of
our inefficient public transport system. The
Government must inject considerable sums of
money into the public transport system in order to
encourage people out of their motorcars, and the
Government is not trying to do that.

I can understand Mr Dawson's concern that the
CBD of Perth is declining, but it is declining
because there is too much congestion. The only
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way to overcome it is to introduce an efficient
public transport system. All of us have
experienced problems with freeways and major
roads. Every day I receive complaints from people
in the metropolitan area who are concerned about
traffic going past their front doors and. the fact
that new roads destroy the environment.

Also, we see advertisements on the television
asking us to conserve fuel, and yet important
people in the community are talking about
building bigger and better car parks in the CBD.
These people should try to impress on this
Government, and Governments which may follow
it, the importance of providing the people of Perth
with a better public transport system.

To give members an indication of the costs
involved in constructing these massive freeways, I
indicate that an advertisement or an article
contained in The Economist of July 1980 under
the heading "This is the age of the train" states
that one mile of motorway equals the cost of four
high-speed trains. So, the cost of building
freeways is not low. It may be that we would be
better to abandon the construction of these
freeways and put our money into something which
will bring improved social benefits to the
community.

Many people, particularly elderly people, rely
on our public transport system. The problem is
that the service is too infrequent, and people find
it too difficult to get from one point to another. If
a person lives to the north of Perth and wants to
travel to the eastern suburbs, where I live,' he
takes hours to get there. No encouragement is
provided for people to travel by public transport.
If a person wants to travel f rom Perth to his work
at Kewdale, it takes him more than an hour,
whereas with a propeirly-designed public transport
system it could take little more than 20 minutes.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Straight down the
freeway.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: No. Although the
freeway is a quick way, there are no freeways in
our region, because the Government will not
construct them.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You just said they
were too expensive.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The Government
has done nothing about servicing the eastern
suburbs with freeways; it will not complete the
Beechboro-Gosnells Freeway.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: The local member
should make up his mind what he wants.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I supp~rt the
construction of the Beechboro-Gosnells Freeway.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: I had the feeling you
were criticising the construction of freeways in
preference to public transport.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I am telling the
Government it should change its emphasis. If it
installed an efficient public transport system, it
would not need freeways; it could abandon them.
The Government cannot put the cart before the
honse; it cannot construct massive freeways and
then expect people to turn to public transport; it
should improve our public transport system and
then abandon the idea of freeways.

A number df members received a letter from
the Railway Officers Union. I think Mr Baxter
quoted some parts of it. He certainly appeared to
be concerned about what is happening in country
areas, and I applaud him for that. The letter was
written as a result of Westrail's decision to
withdraw stationmasters from a number of
country stations. The stations concerned were at
Salmon Gums, Bencubbin, Wickepin,
Greenbushes, Watheroo, Wubin and Bolgart.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: What happened at
Greenbushes? The very capable local member got
the stationmaster put back.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Mr Lewis did a
fine job; it just shows what one can do when one
sits on the other side, in Government. I only hope
what happened at Greenbushes will happen at the
other centres. I do not know for how long the
Greenbushes stationmaster will be back because I
understand his reappointment was for a 1 2-month
period while the matter was being examined. We
might have another Bridgetown depot on our
hands; in that case, I will be very happy to join
with Mr Lewis once again.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: The Railway Officers
Union has never done as well; it received a bit of
instruction, and went very well.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I must admit that
Mr Lewis gave me a little help on that one. I
believe all members-not only those with stations
in their electorates-should be concerned about
what is happening at Westrail. The letter to
which I refer was written by the Acting Secretary
of the Railway Officers Union (Mr Des O'Brien),
and was very well put together. In part, it states-

Westrail has been cutting back staff levels
over a niumber of years as the following
Figures for the country areas indicate ..

Attended Station
Stations Officers

October 1976 ............ 93 190
December 1980.......... 83 160
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Over this period ten country stations
(11%) have been closed and staff has
decreased by thirty officers (16%). These
figures do not include the proposed closures
nor do they include goods office staff. I
might add that all goods offices staff has
been pruned recently because of the new
computerised accounting system introduced
on October 1 1980, and this has meant a
further loss of ten senior officers from
country towns.

I would draw the attention of members to the
next paragraph because it is indicative of the
future facing Westrail.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: Do you think Westrail
is putting too many people in the top echelons?
Do you think there are too many people in the
chiefs' positions, and not enough Indians?

The Hon. F E. McKENZIE: That has been
one of my long-standing criticisms; I believe there
are too many people in executive positions. I am
not sure whethet there has been any reduction in
the number of executive positions; I doubt
whether that has been the case. Members must
keep in mind that the first erosion in employment
was at the wages level. of course, it will spread to
other areas; in fact, it is spreading with rapidity
into areas of the salaried staff. Utilities such as
Westrail always start cutting back at the bottom,
which is relevant to the next passage about junior
officers. The letter states-

To complete the depressing picture of
Westrail staff levels a recent investigation
disclosed that the number of junior officers
under I8 years of age throughout all
Branches of Westrail read..

October 1975......... 153 junior officers
October 1980......... 38 junior officers

It is evident from these figures that very few
juniors have been recruited by Westrail
during this period and the outlook for the
future is no better.

What a dramatic reduction! That does not behove
well for the future of Westrail because if it is not
training people at the bottom level, and ii' the
juniors are not coming up through the ranks,
Westrail will be left with insufficient people with
expertise in the various areas.

The Hon. D. i. Wordsworth: You have
described this as a creeping disease. If you were
pointing out there were positions to be filled
because there was work to do, people might be
more sympathetic.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The reason for
the reduction has been the policies of this

Government, and Mr Wordsworth, who
represents a country area, should be more
concerned with the situation. The more business is
handed over to road transport operations in
country areas, the fewer people are employed in
country towns.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: Does that not build up
a commensurate number of jobs in the road
transport system?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: That might be
true in the city, but it does not do a thing for
country people.

The lHon. D. J. Wordsworth: Yes it does; look
at the number of road transport people who
moved into Meekatharra.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: And look at the
number of people the Government ripped out
along the track.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: More went in
than came out.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I dispute the
picture Mr Wordsworth tries to paint. I have
already referred members to the reduction in
junior officers from 153 to 38. The letter
continues-

The above figures do not include the
withdrawal of wages and locomotive
employees from country areas.

This Union has previously submitted to
Westrail a proposal whereby Station Officers
should be trained to sell the railways. We
maintain that during lean periods due to bad
seasons etc., the Station Officers should be
allowed to leave their station and go into the
district to assist our clients and attract new
business. In this way the clients of Westrail
are catered for and Westrail has a chance to
expand its services under the new transport
policy of competing for business with road
transport.

To me, that is a soundly-based policy. If a person
wants to open a business in a country town, he
appoints somebody to sell the goods or the idea;
he does not remove staff. Similarly, Westrail
should remove station-masters during lean
periods, when they cannot be gainfully employed,
and get them out into country areas to sell the
railways. If a business is not sold or advertised, it
goes downhill. On this point, I am critical of
Westrail and I support the union. The letter
continues-

Another aspect that rural communities
must be conscious of is the fact that, with the
withdrawal of railway employees, the town's
population is decreased-which leads to less
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money spent in the towns, also schools lose
pupils, the service facilities in the town i.e.
Post Office, Police, Fire Fighters, Banks etc..
are all seriously affected and the result is
that the retention of these services and thei~r
personnel is in jeopardy as their personnel is
slowly but surely lost or withdrawn. It also
means that sporting and social clubs and
community organisations decrease in
numbers and, in the long term, the Shires are
the losers.
..In the past, alone, we have been unable to

convince Westrail that they should not be
closing country stations and it is clear that,
unless the people, the Shires and the
Parliamentarians take strong and positive
action to resist Westrail's proposal, the
stations will close.

It is evident that besides the Centralised
Freight Accounting System the
Government's Land Freight Transport Policy
is starting to have effect on the amount of
".small traffic" handled by Westrail 4 and,
unless this policy can be changed, more
country and metropolitan rail locations will
eventually be listed for closure.

What I have been saying for a long time i s
coming home to roost. The Government has been
taking traffic-particularly the smaller
traffic-away from Westrail and giving it to
other enterprises. The operations of Westrail have
been fragmented and, as a consequence, the
service to country people has suffered. In
addition, there are a number of other problems
associated with country towns.

I wish now to be very critical of the
Government for permitting Greyhound Southern
Pty. Ltd. and Ansett Pioneer to pick up
passengers at Kalgoorlie to augment those
companies' interstate services. The Kalgoorlie
people have access to The Prospector and the
Indian Pacific-probably two of the best rail
services in Australia-and if we allow interstate
bus operators to pick up passengers from
Kalgoorlie this is bound to affect the viability of
the rail service.

The Government adopts a hypocritical stand in
relation to transport. On the one hand, it sets
about protecting Airlines of Western
Australia-formerly MacRobertson Miller
Airlines-in the north of the State because that is
a private company, yet, on the other hand, when it
comes to one of its own enterprises, apparently it
is prepared to allow two interstate operators to
pick up passengers en route to or from the
Eastern States to augment their services.

The Government has not accepted the
recommendations of the Scholl Royal
Commission into airlines; it said it would have a
look at the situation after three years, but it has
not done so.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: I thought TAA was
already operating through the north.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: Yes, but on only
a very restricted basis.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: It is doing exactly what
you are asking us to do.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I understand that
on the'day the TAA service is operated the fares
charged by the other company go down.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: It is not true to say that
MM A is the only air operator.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: What I am
saying is that, to all intents and purposes, it is the
only operator.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: The State
Government is endeavouring to get international
aeroplanes to pick up passengers.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: It is not
encouraging other airlines to move into the north
of the State and the reasons given are that it
would be damaging to M.MA and Skywest which
have done such a fine job. Westrail has done a
fine job in respect of passenger transportation to
Kalgoorlie, but the Government allows this
disgraceful situation to occur.

The fare on The Prospector from Perth to
Kalgoorlie is $27.10 and the fare for the same
journey on the bus in $23.30. Assuming the meal
on The Prospector costs $3.80, it can be seen the
fares are exactly the same. In order to meet the
competition, Westrail ought to remove the
obligation on passengers on The Prospector to buy
a meal, because one can travel on the bus, if one
is prepared to go without a meal, for $3.80 less
than one can travel by Westrail.

There is a real danger that if insufficient
passengers are using The Prospector, when it
wears out-as has occurred to many other
intrastate trains-thai will be the end of the
service and people will be squealing. This
Government deregulated to allow the Eastern

States coaches into the intrastate areasof Perth to
Kalgoorlie area. The people there are not
complaining about the rate of Fares as they are on
the interstate air run. They seem to have been
quite satisfied with the fares.

The Government, in trying to help its private
enteprise friends, has done a great disservice to
the people of Western Australia.
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I wish now to move from the subject of railways
and to mention a letter I received on or about 5
January 1981 from the Australian Council on
Smoking and Health. This letter refers to an
inquiry set up by this Government. Mr Wells also
referred to smoking when he made his speech last
week. 1 do not wish to come down heavily on the
smokers, but I believe an unfair situation has
arisen.

The letter from the President of the Australian
Council on Smoking and Health (Mr H. R.
Elphick) contains the following statement-

We believe, from a careful study of the
Interim Report, that the Committee was
excessively influenced by the industry
interests represented on it. As a result they
have failed to make an adequate study of the
problem and to provide you with an accurate
assessment of it.

Should you see merit in the
recommendations arising from our review of
the Committee's work, I would be grateful if
you would use your influence with the
Government to see them implemented.

I have read the critical review and I have come to
the conclusion that the inquiry was a whitewash. I
should like to read some excerpts from the review,
because 1 hope that, by using my influence,
something more positive will be done about the
advertising of tobacco products.

The summary of the review to which I have just
referred contains the following comments-

In its interim report released publicly in
August 1980 the Committee suggested that
cigarette advertising played little if any role
in the initiation of smoking by young people
and outlined a programme for smoking
control in Western Australia (which ineluded
a ban on advertising) but suggested that its
implementation should be delayed until
agreement on it could be reached by all State
Governments and the Federal Government.

It is very unlikely all State Governments and the
Federal Government will agree and, indeed, it is
likely some of the Governments will say what this
report says which is "When the rest do it, we will
do it." A more positive attitude should be taken
and the committee should be reformed. To
continue-

The Committee based its conclusions on
twelve submission--eleven deeply critical of
cigarette advertising and the lack of
government action against smoking and one,
only, (from the Australian Tobacco Institute)
contending that cigarette advertising did not

influence cigarette consumption or influence
the uptake of smoking by young people.

In preparing its interim report the
Committee drew heavily on the Tobacco
Institute's submission to the extent of
uncritically repeating misquotations, selective
partial quotations and concepts which were
clearly negated by other submissions. This is
particularly true of their handling of the
National Health and Medical Research
Council of Australia reports on smoking in
adolescents and the U.S. Surgeon General's
(1979) report. Had they referred to the full
text of these documents they could not have
reached their current conclusions.

In addition the Chairman of the
Committee consulted privately with
advertising and media executives but did not
seek similar discussions with representatives
of organisations which have expressed
opposition to the continued promotion of
cigarettes.

A little later on in the summary the Australian
Council on Smoking and Health made the
following statement with which I agree-

We urge the Government of Western
Australia to:

(1) Reconstitute the Williams
Committee and include in its
membership representatives of
organisations such as the
Australian Medical Association,
Cancer Council of W.A., National
Heart Foundation and the
Australian Council on Smoking and
Health, who are knowledgeable
regarding and have spoken out
against the -continuing toll of
disease, death and human misery
reaped by tobacco;

(2) Request the Committee to produce
as a matter of urgency a report
embodying a detailed programme
for the control of smoking in
Western Australia;

(3) Take prompt action to implement
this programme.

The costs of delay to Western Australia are
10 000 new juvenile smokers each year; 1 300
premature deaths and countless days of
illness and unhappiness. We cannot afford
such delay.

If one examines the full report one can see a great
deal of criticism is made by the council of what
has occurred. However, the essence of the
council's review is covered in the summary. I
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believe the committee should be reconstituted,
because it was a whitewash in tine with the desires
of the tobacco industry.

To give members an idea of what occurred, I
shall read a further part of the summary provided
to me by the Australian Council on Smoking and
Health as it refers to general comments on the
Williams Committee. I was disappointed the Hon.
Peter Wells did not refer to this document. I do
not know why he did not mention it, but perhaps
his reason was the Government had set up the
inquiry and he did not want to embarrass it.
H-owever, I believe he would have received a copy
of it also, although I am not certain or that.

I shall read the general comments made by the
council in regard to the constitution ofth
committee. They read as follows-

The Committee has been dominated by the
Tobacco and Advertising Industries and the
Press. No representative of medical
organizations which have spoken out against
smoking has been appointed to it.

To permit B. C. Simpson Esq., Director of
the Tobacco Institute of Australia, to sit on
the Committee and to present a detailed
submission, is roughly equivalent to the
establishment of a Royal Commission on
hard drugs .sith the drug supplier having the
unique position of being the major person
under investigation, and being a member of
the Commission of Enquiry.

That gives members an idea of the constitution of
the committee and the reasons that the Australian
Council on Smoking and Health asked that it be
reformed and that people from the medical
profession and other bodies be represented on it.
In relation to the evaluation of evidence, the
council had this to say-

The Williams Committee has drawn
heavily and uncritically on the Tobacco
Institute's submission in its review and in its
Final conclusions, and has railed to study or
check the origins of quoted material.

The Tobacco Institute's submission, oda
close examination by ACOSH (available
only AFTER the interim report was
released) has been found to have frequently
quoted statements out of context, and to have
grossly misquoted major reports, e.g. The
U.S. Surgeon General's Report and the two
NH & MRC reports.

A little further on it says-

(f) Availabijjty of quoted documents
A large number of the references quoted
by the Tobacco Institute are not
available in W.A. and not obtainable
elsewhere in Australia. A telephone
request to the Tobacco Institute by an
ACOSH member on November 13,
1980 received, from Mr Simpson's
Secretary, a promise of immediate
assistance with references. One month
later-no references and no
communications had been received.

However, the committee drew heavily on that
particular aspect. This is a lengthy document and
I do not intend to read it all. I should like,
however, to quote one further statement as
follows-

(a) A review by the W.A. Minister for
Health of the membership of the
Williams Committee. At the very least
representation should be obtained from
one or all of the Australian Medical
Association, the Cancer Council of
W.A., the National Heart Foundation
and ACOSH. This would balance the
current dominance of tobacco-related
commercial interests on the Committee
and provide the expertise which it so
desperately needs to see through the
smokescreen put up by the Tobacco
Institute.

I believe it was necessary to quote that document
in support of the call by the Australian Council
on Smoking and Health for the committee to be
reformed, because the conclusions reached by the
committee were far from satisfactory. In fact,
when the committee was formed, people who
knew something about the effects of smoking
should have been included in its membership so
that an unbiased and more representative report
could have been delivered.

A statement appeared in The West Australian
of today's date which referred to a matter I
touched on briefly earlier. It reads, in part, as
follows-

The Kalamunda Shire President, Mr Peter
Willmott, who chaired the meeting received
an enthusiastic response when he said that
the Community Welfare Department
institution would not be built next to the
Forrestfleld High School in Berkshire Road.

He said that the Minister for Community
Welfare, Mr Hassell, gave him this
assurance at a meeting on Monday.

Mr Willmott told the meeting that the
Minister for Education, Mr Grayden
considered that the North Forrestfield
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primary school should be located on the
CWD site at the corner of Dawson and
Bougainvillea Avenues.

It can be seen the Minister for Education supports
the construction of the school on the old site on
the corner of Bougainvillea and Dawson Avenues.
There is a statement also from the Kalamunda
Shire President to the effect that Mr Hassell had
informed him that the detention centre would not
be built alongside the Forrestfield High School.

It would appear from that report that the
school will be built on the correct site and I
support the provision of a school on the corner of
Bougainvillea and Dawson Avenues, because it is
a more appropriate site for a school. I support
also the decision by the Minister that the
detention centre will not be built next to the
school. It is obvious another :site has been round
for it.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: You applaud the
Minister's decision, do you?

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I do applaud it.
The Hon. G. E. Masters; I thought you were a

bit unkind to him the other day, as was Mr
Hetherington.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIEs: If the Minister
had a reply at that time-

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Obviously, he has to
go through the proper channels and he did listen
very carefully to the people concerned. I think you
were rather unkind. You said nasty things that
were not true.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I do not know
that I said nasty things, but I supported my
colleague because I understood the pressure to
which he was being submitted. As representatives
of thec people of that area, we have a job to do.
The people in the area mounted a compaign on
this subject and they did it very effectively. I
believe every member of Parliament who resides
close to that area received letters on the matter.

It all shows what people can do by
campaigning; they can change the minds of
Government members.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Of course they can
when they have a compassionate understanding
Minister and Government.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: The Minister
claims to be compassionate and understanding
and it may have well been the case. The situation
is no different from that of trade unionists or
other people in the community who demonstrate
when they disagree with the decisions of the
Government. Those groups should be listened to,
also.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: We always listen.
The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: If Government

members were not listening to you, you would not
have an audience at all.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: That crisis is over
now, but there is another one starting. Many
members will be involved in the issue with regard
to the Government's decision to close the Bentley
Senior High School. Many of the parents who
have children who attend that school live in my
electorate.

The Hon. 0. E. Masters: We have been very
kind so the member should issue a Press release to
applaud the Government.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I would be happy
to do so, when the Government makes sensible
decisions, but it does not always do so. The
Government was very active in the situation
which involved the community welfare detention
centre in Forrestfield and I only hope there will be
the same active interest with respect to the
Bentley Senior High School.

I hope that school remains as a senior high
school; although, I believe there is a need for
technical education facilities to be provided for
the community. However, we do not want
additional technical education facilities provided
at the expense of the Bentley Senior High School.

Many people have approached me about this
matter and have asked me to prevent such an
occurrence. I have been grateful about the
outcome in Forrestfield; now I hope something
will be done about the Bentley Senior High
School.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: It shows that the
hysterical outburst from your colleague was
uncalled for.

The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE: I hope the
Minister will support me in Cabinet to prevent the
Bentley Senior High School from being closed as
a senior high school and ensure that it remains for
the benefit of the people in the district.

We have on the Table of the House at present a
metropolitan region scheme amendment. It is on
the Table of the House, awaiting objections. I
have no objection to make, but I am interested in
this matter, as will be the Hon. Neil McNeill,
who was involved in a disallowance in respect of a
particular amendment to this scheme.

I think the move to delete clause I5 from the
scheme is a good one, but I cannot allow the
matter to pass without making some reference to
the fact that in 1975, or before that time, several
people were seriously affected by clause 15. Those
people involved were situated I8 kilometres along
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the Beechboro-Gosnells Freeway. Those people
were disadvantaged because the changes were
extensive.

I understand there were two methods used in
the changes and there was a great deal of
confusion. The Hon. Neil McNeill will remember
this because he spoke about the disallowance on 4
November 1975. He was quoted in part in
Hansard as follows-

However, the gazettal of the clause 15
amendment was delayed due to the need to
advise each owner affected in accordance
with MRPA policy and time taken to
establish the owners' comments was longer
than anticipated. As a result the clause I5
amendment was gazetted on the 23rd
August, 1974, seven days .alfter the last of
three Gazette notices inviting objections to
the series of amendments being made under
section 31 ....

I have been advised that the MRPA has
acknowledged that it made an unintentional
administrative error. However, to ensure Mr
Uren was given a fair hearing it advised him
that notwithstanding the clause 15
amendment it was prepared to hear his
objections and if sufficiently cogent reasons
were supplied by Mr Uren to amend the
alignment of this highway; but Mr Uren
failed to do this and the MRPA decided to
dismiss'the objection.

Nevertheless, apart from Mr Uren, a number of
people were disadvantaged by the changes. Clause
15 has been taken out of the scheme and I would
like to know whether the Minister intends to
notify those people that the clause has been
deleted:*

I hope someone will draw the Minister's
attention to my question. This is a serious Matter
in so far as those people living along that road will
have to be told about this deletion. I would like to
know whether there will be any redress for those
people because they suffered a struggle and a
sacrifice as a result of the clause, which was used
unfairly. Those people should have some redress.

I thank the House for its indulgence and I
support the motion.

THE M-ON. V. . FERRY (South-West). [8.55
p.m.]: I take pleasure in supporting the motion
which was so ably moved by Mr Neil McNeill,
whose contribution was one which was admirable
and fitting for the occasion of the opening of
Parliament.

I should like to pay tribute and to welcome the
Governor (Sir Richard Trowbridge) and Lady
Trowbridge. They have visited a number of places

and have been received warmly and sincerely. It
has been pte~sure to welcome them to the South-
West Province which I am privileged to represent.

I say without any hesitation at all that the
people are delighted to have the Governor and his
lady come amongst them at any time they may
have available to them, bearing in mind their very
busy schedule.

We have been very well served by the
Governors we have had in Western Australia and
I am quite sure Sir Richard Trowbridge will
continue that very fine tradition.

The Hon. Joe Berinson contributed to this
debate recently and I know he has come in for
some comment and attention, even during this
evening's sitting. However, I would like to refer to
his contribution which can be found on page 306
of Hansard oflI April 1981. Mr Berinson was
referring to the Address-in-Reply debate. He had
taken the view that the Address-in- Reply is
superfluous and serves no purpose whatsoever. He
said-

... -by tradition, we are individually allowed
on these occasions to discuss anything in
general we end up collectively discussing
nothing in particular. Not only that, but we
also discuss nothing in particular at
inordinate length, that being the inevitable
result of the quaint relic of a rule which
permits us to speak in this Chamber without
limitation of time.

I take the view that the Address-in- Reply debate
is not only a traditional Medium for members to
express themselves on a number of subjects, but it
is also a privilege which can be used to advantage
by members who are elected to this place. If Mr
Berinson, or any other member, feels that there is
no need to avail himself of this avenue of
expression, then that is his choice.

The electors of any province would think ill of a
member who deliberately put aside this
opportunity to express views on any number of
subjects, particularly those which may pertain to
their area.

I wish to refer to many matters because that
the nature of this debate. I wish to refer to
report in The West Australian on Monday,
April 1981. The report is of the A LP's efforts.

6

I refer to an article which appeared under the
heading "Opposition to foreign bases". It would
appear delegates to the conference involved
expressed total opposition to foreign bases in
Australia- Not only that, but delegates want the
party to revert to its 1977 policy against all
foreign-controlled bases. In addition delegates
opposed the home basing of naval vessels at
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HMAS Stirling. They said this was an
unnecessary risk for Perth. An editor's note in the
article says it was announced last week that the
RAN would base up to two destroyers and one
submarine at the base to upgrade the Australian
naval presence in the Indian Ocean.

I find that absolutely extraordinary. The
Australian Labor Party might possibly be excused
for not wanting foreign bases in Australia, but it
has absolutely IIq excuse whatsoever for
precluding our own armed services from a base in
this State. How absurd those delegates were to
oppose the basing of Royal Australian Navy
vessels in this State, particularly at HMAS
Stirling which as members well know is the base
at Garden Island. I feel this is a cowardly and
jelly-kneed action. It is a matter of duck-shoving,
and it is certainly an ostrich-like action.

What an insult it is to the citizens of this State
to think that the alternative Government-to all
intents and purposes-is advocating that we
should not provide a base ror our armed services.
Does the ALP suggest that the RAAF base at
Pearce should be dispensed with? Do members of
the ALP suggest that base should be dispensed
with because-to use their own words-it might
be an unnecessary risk rot Perth, so all aircraft
should be based in another part or Australia? Do
they suggest police stations should be dispensed
with because they constitute a threat to those who
do not believe in law and order and an encmy
might want to knock them over? What an
abrogation of responsibility that attitude is.

Do members or the ALP suggest that no more
bridges should be built over the Swan River
because they become a prime target in wartime
and pose-to use their words again-an
unnecessary risk to Perth? What a complete and
utter sell-out this is, and what a lot of nonsense it
is.

A number or people in the community and in
this Parliament have had some experience in
hostilities and I can assure any member who cares
to listen that not only defence establishments of
the armed services get knocked around in
% 'artime. Certainly the civilian population gets
knocked around, and as one who has had some
personal experience at receiving and giving in this
respect I know something about it. It is not pretty,
but heaven forbid that we sell out our birthright
and refuse to derend ourselves. The first law of
nature is to defend oneself. It is absolutely
diabolical to say that an Australian naval base
near Perth is a threat to the community and I
cannot understand how the ALP came to such a
conclusion.

The public of Western Australia should
thoroughly understand the policy of the ALP. We
have heard tonight it is a recommendation for the
national conference; and God help Australia if it
is adopted by the national conference. Even if it is
not adopted it shows that we in Western Australia
are burdened with this cowardly and fifth
columnist attitude of a political party which is
supposed to pride itself on caring for Western
Australians. I am almost beside myself to think of
the consequences.

A few weeks ago I had the great pleasure and
privilege to be present at Augusta in the south-
west corner of this State at the unveiling of a
memorial to 53 Australian nurses who lost their
lives in World War 11 as a result of enemy action.
I understand this is the first memorial to be
erected anywhere in Australia to Australian
servicewomen who served in the theatres of war.
The ceremony was most sincere and moving and it
was attended by a few hundered people on a very
windy day. It was most gratifying to me indeed to
be amongst people who survived a
massacre-people whd had been left for dead on
the beach, but who survived and returned to
Australia.

Amongst the 53 nurses who died from enemy
action were some from the south-west of this
State and, particularly, from the Margaret River
district. It was a most Fitting tribute to Australian
nurses who lost their lives in this manner. It is
fitting that they should be acknowledged and that
a memorial should be erected at Augusta, which
has a special place in the history of this State.
Those nurses have been suitably acknowledged in
a very moving ceremony backed by the local shire
council, the RSL, and the community, generally.

What a wonderful example that was, and yet
we have the ALP denigrating that sort of service
to the community, pushing it aside, and saying
"That is not for us, it is too bloody dangerous."
Excuse the expression, Mr Acting President (the
Hon. T. Knight). What utter rot that is. If that is
what the country is coming to it is time we went
somewhere else because that sort of country is not
for me and I do not believe it is for the average
citizen.

I was particularly pleased about the gathering
at Augusta and to see the people-friends and
relatives of those killed-from all over Australia
attend the unveiling of a memorial on which the
names of the nurses killed were inscribed. I felt
those people were true Australians and I have the
greatest respect for them.

I wish to refer to matters affecting a couple of
hospitals in my province. The first is thc Harvey
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District Hospital which is seeking to obtain
finance and approval to establish a permanent
care section. It has been my good fortune to be
closely associated with the Harvey District
Hospital for a number of years. I respect the
board of management and the staff who run the
hospital and I might say the district is extremely
fortunate to have a particularly well-run hospital
backed by a community of closely-knit people
who take a tremendous pride in their hospital.
Their request has my full support. In association
with the Hon. June Craig who also is a member
for the area, I have made representations on
behalf of the hospital and I want to record that
our representations will continue.

Similarly I would like to mention the Margaret
River District Hospital. The people of Margaret
River would like permanent care accommodation
provided at the hospital. I take the view that the
hospital, which has been in existence for a long
time and some of the buildings of which are quite
aged, should be replaced with a completely new
hospital. I think the people would be better
advised to plan for a new hospital and have that
established first and then the permanent care unit
can follow. I say that because we all know that
every hospital needs a service section nucleus and
I believe the time has come for a modern hospital
to be built at Margaret River.

That may involve the building of a hospital on a
site other than the site of thc existing hospital,
which could present some engineering difficulties.
However, that matter is being looked at. I would
urge the local people to aim for a completely new
hospital complex, bearing in mind that hospital
buildings and facilities are programmed over a
period of time, and a new hospital cannot be built
quickly. I believe they should do that rather than
make a new -permanent care section their first
priority.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Were not some
improvements made when I was the Minister?

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: The local people very
much appreciate what the Hon. Norman Baxter
did. I well remember his being good enough to
accompany the member for Vasse (Mr Blaikie)
and me on an inspection of the premises. He
showed a real interest in the community there and
some worth-while improvements were made to the
hospital as a result of that visit. The local people
are very grateful for that. Notwithstanding that, I
think Mr Baxter would agree that the building is
aged and should be looked at.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Mr Baxter was a very
good Minister for Health.

The Hon. V. i. FERRY: That is quite right.

The next matter I wish to draw to the attention
of members is a two-day seminar to be held in
Bunbury on 7 and 8 May to discuss industries of
the south-west region. It will have four main
sessions which will deal with a number of matters,
including industry, its effect, and its social impact
on the area. The topics to be covered include
agriculture and forestry, energy and water,
industrial and commercial growth, and an
overview look at the economic, social, and
environmentl impact of development plans for
the south-west.

This will be a very worth-while seminar at
which views may be expressed, counter views
offered, and questions asked. Plenty of
opportunity will be provided for participation of
the people attending and I very much hope that
some hundreds of people will attend. I say that
quite deliberately, because I would like to think
that some 500 or 600 people will attend. That is
not beyond the bounds of possibility at all. The
seminar will be most worth while and, the more
people who attend, the more profitable it will be
inasmuch as not only will more people hear the
views put forward, but also more people will have
the opportunity to raise issues.

It will deal not only with agriculture, forestry,
and industrial growth, but also with the very real
needs of the communities today, with all the
social impact of whatever we happen to be doing.
This involves health services and social services of
various kinds, having regard to the environment,
and to a whole host of things. There will be the
opportunity at the seminar to cover these wide-
ranging aspects.

I wish to draw attention to the situation
regarding the provision of electric power in this
State, and particularly in the south-west. As we
know through Press announcements, there is to be
a new power station constructed at Banbury, to be
known as the Bunbury power station "C". This
will be programmed to commence in the next few
years. The power station will be coal fired; and it
will use a south-west resource; namely, Collie
coal. I am delighted to know that.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: So am 1.
The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am sure the Hon. A.

A. Lewis and the Hon. Win Piesse will be pleased
to know that. I am sure the Hon. Fred McKenzie
will also be pleased, because I am advocating the
use of the railways to transport the coal from
Collie to the new power station. That should be
undertaken by Westrail.

A study has been undertaken for the
construction of a pipeline to carry a slurry of coal
and water from the Collie coalfields to the power
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station site. However, my personal choice and
view is that that would not be in the best interests
of the south-west; and I would opt for the
operation to be undertaken by Westrail. If that is
the case, it is expected that there would be eight
trains a day travelling from Collie to Bunbury,
transporting the coal to the new power station.

Not only will the power station serve the local
industries, but it will be a very vital part of the
electrical grid power system servicing the State.
Not only will it feed into the grid serving the
metropolitan area and other country districts in
the southern sector of this State, but it is likely to
be a factor in taking power by transmission lines
to the Pilbara and far-flung places. If that is the
case, I will applaud that because it will be using a
natural resource of the area. That makes good
sense.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: I hope they build
enough railway trucks to cater for that shifting of
the coal, and not pull them out of other uses that
they are currently on, to give them eight trains
per day.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I am not sure what
the sysstem will be; but I hope they will construct
special rolling stock to cater for this operation,
quite rightly referred to by the Hon. H. W.
Gayfer.

The establishment of this power station will
nail once and for all the rumour-I could usc the
word "lies"--that has been perpetrated regarding
the possibility of the establishment of a nuclear
power station in the south-west. Yes, we have
heard that many times. We have heard often over
the last two or three years that Charlie Court and
his Liberals will put a nuclear power station in the
south-west. It is all fixed! It will be done. What
rot! That does not make sense. I have never heard
a serious suggestion that there should be a nuclear
power station in the south-west.

It is true that the SEC has undertaken studies
to determine whether it may be necessary to
establish a nuclear reactor somewhere in the State
in the future; but certainly that will not be in the
immediate future, and certainly it will not be in
the south-west. Heaven forbid that we would use
a nuclear fuel source when we have our own
natural resource based in the region of Collie. it is
good sense to use that resource; and that is
exactly what is being done.

I hope the people who have been gullible
enough to believe what they have been hearing
quite erroneously about a nuclear power station in
the south-west will have that story nailed for a
very long time.

Over a number of years I have heard many
comments regarding the cost of power production
in this State compared with the cost of power
production in the Eastern States. There are very
good reasons for power costs being higher in this
State as against the other States. Firstly, we must
recognise that this State has a large geographical
area. Secondly, we realise that the population is
widely spread, and that the demand for power is
wide and scattered. In addition, we do not have
the throughput of power by way of consumption
in industry and density of population as, for
example, in Sydney, Melbourne, or some of the
larger cities on the eastern seaboard. Accordingly,
there must be differences, and there are
differences.

Most of the other States have had considerable
assistance from a number of sources. That

assstace asnot been available to this State,
and therefore it has not been available to benefit
the people of Western Australia. There are direct
and indirect Commonwealth subsidies involved in
energy supplies for the other States and the
Northern Territory. Many of these are historical,
and have been forgotten by the Commonwealth
and the States. Indeed, they are often overlooked
by our Press.

There is no comparable assistance for energy
supply in Western Australia. The limit of
Commonwealth assistance is the provision of
borrowing powers through the normal loan
raisings and an infrastructure borrowing
programme for specific projects. These projects
attract commercial rates.

These borrowings in Western Australia include
the Kwinana coal conversion project, the Muja
power station stages "C" and "D", the Pilbara
integrated power project, and the Dampier-Perth
natural gas pipeline. Of course, the natural gas
pipeline is a tremendous undertaking which will
cost in the order of $630 million on present-day
figures for the pipeline alone. It will run from the
Dampier area and terminate at Wagerup. In the
long term, no doubt, it will go beyond Wagerup to
the industry and the communities further south in
the Bunbury region. However, that will be in the
future; and there will be an additional cost.

Each of those projects is structured to be a
viable commercial project; and the State
Government, through the SEC, is responsible
fully for the borrowings and the repayment of
capital and interest at ruling rates. This loads the
cost of financing any particular project.

One example of a power project in the Eastern
States is the Snowy Mountains scheme which was
developed by the Commonwealth between 1950
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and 1974. It involved the installation of 3700
megawatts of hydropower, with the associated
dams and hydraulic facilities. The Snowy scheme
was funded completely by the Commonwealth;
and the major works were depreciated on a
sinking fund basis over a 70-year life, with
interest during construction capitalised as simple
interest only. The interest charged to the Snowy
Mountains Authority was on the average of all
outstanding Commonwealth loans at the time of
the advance. This arrangement permitted the
finance from the Commonwealth to attract simple
interest only, until individual works and items of
plant were brought into commercial operation.

That was justified on the basis that some parts
of the scheme were held in suspense for as much
as 15 to 20 years. This was done for very good
reasons. It was done to make each stage of the
scheme financially attractive to the States the
scheme served.

It was argued at the time that the very
substantial hidden benefits of adding one million
acre-feet per year of reticulated irrigation water
to each of the Murray and Murrumbidgee
systems justified the special financing
arrangements. Obviously, this was of tremendous
advantage to the people receiving the power under
this particular system.

The Snowy scheme was then, and still continues
to be, a tremendous help to the New South Wales
and the Victorian power systems. The
Commonwealth has reserved some 13 per cent of
the power output for its own purposes; and it
shares the cost as far as that goes.

The interesting aspect of the financing of this
project was that the capital charges, and the
operating and maintenance charges for the
remainder of the scheme, are borne by the States
of New South Wales and Victoria, in a 2:3 and
1:3 sharing agreement. That is of tremendous
advantage to those States.

What of the totals? From what I can ascertain
from the research I have done, the capital
advanced by the Commonwealth is currently
believed to stand at $821 million. The interest
accumulated during the construction period adds
a further $190 million. Because of the favourable
depreciation treatment, some $33 million has
been set aside for the provision of depreciation.
When we think of the interest rates prevailing
today in the market place, we realise the average
interest rate payable on the Snowy Mountains
money is in the order of 6 to 7 per cent, which is
something like half the amount being paid today.

The result of this is that the cost of the power is
very low, and it varies from year to year with

changes in river flow. The average cost production
in 1979-90 was about 1.6c per kilowatt hour. The
cost of production is averaged at only one kilowatt
per hour from the inception of the scheme to date.

By comparison, the oil-based peaking electricity
charges for Western Australia are something like
8c to l0c per kilowatt hour, so that is more than
400 per cent-and it could be something like 500
per cent-higher for Western Australia on that
comparison.

Another aspect of the Snowy River scheme
which makes it attractive is that the cost is borne
completely by electricity sales. The water for
irrigation purposes in New South Wales and
Victoria, which is of tremendous advantage to the
agriculturists and the horticulturists in those
States and, to a lesser extent, in South Australia,
is free of charge.

There are other points of interest regarding the
Snowy River scheme, but I do not want to deal
with them at length. However, there is one point
that is worth referring to, and that is that in
transmitting the energy to the two States the
Snowy Mountains Authority provided an
electrical interconnection between the States
which enabled them to achieve further economies
by exchanging energy in peak and off-peak times,
and minimising the average cost of the energy.

This has been of particular benefit to Victoria,
as the interconnection has enabled it to install
larger generating units than otherwise would have
been possible because of the advantage of
peaking. The cost is difficult to estimate as far as
the advantage is concerned, but it would be
considerable. However, as a guide, if the peaking
energy were to be provided by a mixture of high-
cost coal, gas, and oil plant, the energy produced
by the Snowy scheme last year would have a
present-day value of $200 million, which is shared
between the States in the proportions mentioned
previously.

Another project to which I refer is the
Moomba-Sydney pipeline which was constructed
in 1973 and completed by the pipeline authority
with full Commonwealth funding. In this exercise
the capital charges are meant to be recouped over
the life of the pipeline in proportion to the amount
of natural gas transmitted. However, the entire
capacity of the pipeline is not committed and
deliveries have fallen below contracted quantities
so far. It is highly likely that the capital cost and
operating expenses of the pipeline will never be
recouped over the 30-year operating period.

The pipeline authority has been allowed to
capitalise interest which was incurred during the
construction of the pipeline and all pre-
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commissioning expenses. That is in contrast with
what is happening to our Dampier to Wagerup
pipeline currently being programmed.

I think I should make some reference to the
Northern Territory situation. When the Northern
Territory Administration took over responsibility
for the services provided within the
Territory-bearing in mind it was previously a
Commonwealth Territory-the Commonwealth
agreed to provide a direct subsidy for the
Territory's electricity tariffs equated to those
prevailing in Northern Queensland. That was an
historical practice followed by the Commonwealth
Government during the years when it was
responsible for the supply of electricity.

Since the Northern Territory is 100 per cent
dependent on oil for its power stations, this
subsidy has escalated rapidly and it is estimated
that for the current financial year the subsidy will
reach $47.5 million. Were the Northern Territory
Electricity Commission to set tariffs to recover its
costs, the average tariff would be almost 2 2 times
what is in fact charged. To put it another way, the
$47.5 million represents an effective subsidy of
over $2 000 per year for every customer. If we
had that situation in Western Australia we would
have some cheap power indeed. So, by comparison
with what happens around the rest of Australia,
we are paying a lot for our power. 1 do not believe
we can obtain very much cheaper power than at
present and I do not mind paying (or the
electricity I use. But we need to understand that
there are reasons we pay a certain tariff and we
want to understand that other States have
advantages we do not have.

In South Australia, electricity is produced from
Leigh'Creek coal and from natural gas from the
Cooper Basin Fields. It is well known that the
Commonwealth heavily subsidises the rail freight
for the carting of coal from Leigh Creek to Port
Augusta, a distance of approximately 130
kilometres. The coal is transported by the
Australian National Railways under a special
agreement that goes back to the days of Sir
Thomas Playford and Sir Robert Menzies. For
many years coal was transported at a freight rate
of $1 per ton and only recently the freight rate
has been renegotiated and is reputedly a rate of
$2.25 per torne. That is still very cheap.

By comparison, Westrail currently charges over
$9 per tonne to transport coal to South Fremantle
and East Perth and over $5 per tonne to Kwinana
where the commission provides the rail wagons. If
1.6 million tonnes of coal is transported in this
way it represents a subsidy of approximately $4.5
million per year to South Australian electricity
consumers.

Queensland has special arrangements. When
the Gladstone power station project in Central
Queensland was conceived the Commonwealth
initially agreed to provide Queensland with
special direct loans of $80 million with favourable
interest rates. Here again Queensland has had
some advantage by getting finance from the
Commonwealth. When the special Gladstone
power station fund was closed in 1977 the
Commonwealth had contributed over $138
million by way of a direct contribution of
Commonwealth loan funds.

We must bear in mind that Western Australia
has not had that sort of help. We have had to
develop our own natural resources in the best way
we could, and we have done a good job; but there
are reasons that our charges are what they are.

Another fact to be remembered is that we have
to cater for our energy demands on a percentage
basis, and this demand is rising more rapidly in
Western Australia than in any other State. Our
operation must cover a wide and diverse area and
it is expensive to bring power to these many
diverse industries. We have had difficulties,
therefore, in meeting the demand that
development brings, whether it be because of
heavy industry or the natural build-up of
population. Our population is rising much faster
than the population in the other States and so we
are at a further disadvantage.

We do have a problem with the quality of our
Collie coal. It is not the most efficient fuel for
power generation compared with some other
coals, and so that is a further cost loading on our
production of energy.

I believe I have illustrated to the House that by
comparison with the rest of Australia, Western
Australia suffers some disadvantages in the cost
of producing energy. I believe the SEC is doing a
very Fine job in carrying out its charter. I pay
tribute to the manner in which it went about a
recent public relations exercise in the south-west.

The Hon. A. A. Lewis: In Bunbury, not the
south-west. It didn't invite any of the real south-
west members.

The Hon. V. J. FERRY: I compliment the SEC
on this exercise which it held prior to the
announcement of the new power station for
Bunbury. When the representatives of the SEC
visited Bunbury they spoke with members of the
City council and others in the community and
explained what they thought would be done.
Nothing had been decided, but all signs pointed to
the power station being established in the area.
Subsequent to that there was an excursion to the
Collie coalfield.
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The Hon. A. A. Lewis: I do not know much
about the excursion because I was not invited to
that.

The Hon. V. J1. FERRY: I did not issue the
invitations, and I am sure it was only an oversight
that the Hon. A. A . Lewis was not invited.
Following these actions the whole project was well
understood by the local community. People in the
area are delighted that, in the main, Collie coal
will be used. The development will provide greater
employment opportunitics in the area. There will
be positions available because of direct
employment by the SEC or with Westrail and
with other associated industries. 1 wish the project
well. As I said before, the SEC is contributing in
a very fine way to the development of the State.

I support the Add ress-i n- Reply.
THE HON. A. A. LEWIS (Lower Central)

19.42 p.m.]: We have had an extremely
interesting Add ress-in- Reply debate, and I rise to
support the motion. I shall deal with numerous
subjects as have previous speakers. We have
heard about the SEC, transport, power stations,
sex, and all sorts of other things.

1 will deal with lawyers and what I believe is
unbecoming behaviour in this place. If the Leader
of the Opposition wants to muster the people he
knows have been naughty, he may well take the
opportunity to do so.

The Hon. D. KC. Dans: What was that? I didn't
hear that.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Instead of talking, the
Leader of the Opposition should listen.

First of all I would like to take the Hon. Win
Piesse to task. She discussed magazines which-I
think she used these words--turn on females".
She was concerned that such magazines do not
say how to stop. I am very pleased to inform her
that in one of the lat~st editions of C/eo there
appears an article telling women how to say
"No".

The Hon. W. M Piesse: That was a quick
response.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: In fact. I think the
piece was published before the Hon. Win Piesse
made her speech.

I would like to support the Hon. Win Piesse in
regard to the stand she took relating to the
Dumbleyung High School. I believe too much
time has been taken to have the high school
renovated after that disastrous fire.

1 will mention a couple of matters concerning
the Education Department, and I would like to
thank it for what it has done. It is constructing
the undereroft at the Bridgetown High School,

and has provided money for a form of gymnasium
at Manjimup. A few things should be done in my
electorate such as the construction of a covered
way at the Northcliffe Primary School. For many
years we have been battling to have that covered
way constructed. Northcliffe is in one of the
wettest parts of the State and the school should be
provided with that covered way so that years one
and two children can walk under cover to the
main school. I also comment on the point that an
R & R is needed at the Bridgetown camp school.

I will deal now with what one might call
misleading advertising. Most members have
received from the Teachers' Union a pamphlet
which I believe can be regarded as misleading
advertising, although I am not sure. If a business
enterprise produced such a pamphlet the Labor
Party and the union movement would jump up
and down and their members would thump their
chests to show their opposition to it. It is
interesting that the Teachers' Union when it
compares teachers' salaries with other salaries
takes the average weekly earnings for Western
Australians as the comparison. We know exactly
what average weekly earnings represent; they are
the average earnings of all people in the State.
The Teachers' Union compares that average with
the salary of a 5AR teacher; in other words, a
beginning teacher. It does not compare it with the
average of all teachers' salaries. I believe that its
present practice represents misleading advertising
and that the union should be condemned for it.

.I was shocked by the speech made by the
Leader of the Opposition in another place when
he spoke during the joint sitting. He made
allegations against all sorts of people and made a
personal attack on the Premier. He did so without
any reason at all. He accused the Premier oF
things about which Mr Davies would have had no
hope of knowing. He did not know the facts. The
Leader of the Opposition also said that Allan
Rocher was not a capable person and should not
have been chosen (or the Curtin seat. It is
interesting to note that when the ALP attacked
Mr Rocher before the Curtin by-election in its
usual uninformed and frivolous way it said that
nobody knew him. Possibly nobody in the city had
a great deal of knowledge about Allan Rocher,
but I can assure members that people throughout
the country areas-the people in every country
hamlet and village-kn~w Allan Rocher. It is part
of a senator's job to get to know the people in his
State. It is also interesting to note that in towns
where people still have not heard of McIntosh or
Coleman, they know Allan Roeher.

The H-on. W. R. Withers: They did in the north
as well.
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The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: People in the north, in
the southi and in the wheatbelt knew him.

The Hon. D. K. Dana: What about out west!
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: At the time of the

joint sitting the Press gallery summed up the
speech made by the Leader of the Opposition by
saying it was not one of his better performances.
The Leader of the Opposition said "No-one
remembers Rocher".

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I didn't say that.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I was not referring to
the Leader of the Opposition in this place; I was
talking about the Leader of the Opposition in
another place.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I am one person who
knows Allan Rocher quite well.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: Were you referring to
the debates in another place?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I was not, If the Hon.
Howard Olney listened he would learn. His
interjection is typical of members of the legal
profession who butt in without listening and do
not get their facts right. Mr Olney can hold his
wallet in as much as he likes.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You know he has it at
the back.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Yes, they have it in
their cloaks, but he still stands like that to hold
his wallet in normally.

This person from the other place, this Leader of
the Opposition, said that no-one could remember
Mr Rocher. Well, the ALP is pretty good; it was
niot able to spell Mr Rocher's name! That shows
how well informed the Australian Labor Party is
if its members can put out a document,
supporting someone, but cannot spell the opposing
candidate's name. The ALP's candidate was Dr
Crouch, but they could not spell Mr Rocher's
name.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: That shows how well
known he is!

The Mon. A. A. LEWIS: That shows how well
they do their research and it shows the quality of
the ALP. There is no way they can wriggle off
that hook; they could not spell his name.

The Labor Party members can yell and scream
and say that this gentelman was not known, but
he will be known because he is one of the most
able men to have been in any House of
Parliament. Mr Rocher is well known in the
electorate he served in the country and people will
certainly get to know him as the member for
Curtin. He will be the member for many years
and people will realise that he is an able and

extremely successful man. So much for the
damning by the Leader of the Opposition in
another place. Some of his colleagues sat in chairs
in this place and made some disgusting remnarks
that were not registered in Hansard.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: What an unfair
attack on people who are not in a position to
reply.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: The humour of the
deputy leader of the Opposition astounds me.
When he gets over his hysterics we will all think
of those poor people in another place who cannot
reply. Maybe Mr Berinson will get up and say we
ought to abolish the Assembly. When we consider
the performance of some of the members of the
Assembly, it may be a good thing to do.

We heard from Mr McKenzie earlier that they
have to take all their results to Canberra to make
a decision.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: Why not take them
to Adelaide next time?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: The people in the
Labor Party have to go to a central body to make
a decision. They cannot make a decision in this
State; they have to go to their Federal masters in
the ALP. That is marvellous!

Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (the Hon. R. J.

L. Williams): Order!

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I wish to take up a
few comments made by Mr McKenzie and the
inane interjections made by the Minister for
Lands and the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment when he was speaking. Those
interjections really shocked me because Mr
McKenzie was attempting to make two points. I
do not agree totally with Mr McKenzie, but I did
agree on the two points he was making about the
cost of freeways.

We in this State appear to have a freeway
mentality. We build ordinary pavements to the
gutters to take up to 50 tonnes or more.

The IHon. D. K. Dans: The Minister for
Transport is not listening to you.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I cannot teach him
anything anyway. Roads are built to the gutters,
taking 30 tonnes weight and then we use half
those roads to park cars all day long.

The H-on. D. J. Wordsworth: We do not usually
park cars on freeways.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I did not say
freeways. I said we have a freeway mentality. We
talk about freeways all the time instead of talking
about taking parking off many of the major
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arterial roads. We should not be wasting the
money which is being spent on these roads.

Another very good point made by Mr
McKenzie concerned junior workers at Westrail.
It appears to me that with industrial relations,
and in business especially at middle management
level, we have semi-educated academic twits
coming into the middle levels instead of having
people starting from the bottom and working up
through the railways or shop floors-

The Hon. D. K. Dans: You mean working up
through the hose pipes.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: That is as good an
expression as any. As a result, we have this
confrontation, especially in industrial relations,
where people, instead of getting together and
saying "We will get Bill or Joe together and work
it out" we come to a situation of great
confrontation and we have to go to an industrial
Court or a Court somewhere else.

Mr McKenzie was endeavouring to have people
trained at the bottom levels in Westrail so that
they may work their way up. I do not know the
figures, but when Mr McKenzie and I were
working to help Bridgetown, over a period of
three years, the people working as Indians in the
show had reduced by 3 000 with a corresponding
wage drop of $10 million. The chiefs had
increased by 1 500 with a corresponding salary
rise of $18 million.

I will quote an example: I rang Westrail about
a certain matter because I had received a letter. I
said to the gentlemnan that 1 wanted to talk about
the Greenbushes railway station and he said "Put
it in writing". I said "I beg your pardon", and he
said "Put it in writing". I said I would, then I said
I wished to speak to his superior. IHe asked me
what I wanted to speak abottt with his superior? I
said "Little man, put me on to him or I will come
around and deal you a severe blow".

The Hon. D. K. Dans: Out of my way Francois,
1 want the captain!

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: The hide of that
whippersnapper who probably worked on a
computer.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: Was he an educated
academic?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: He probably had two
degrees; a fully educated twit.

I do not understand the workings of a railway,
but when a gentleman who has knowledge of
them speaks, I listen because that person may
have some ideas. It worries me when I hear the
sorts of interjections such as those which were

directed to a person like Mr McKenzie who has a
knowledge of railways.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: How did you get on with
the Bridgetown business?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I think we did fairly
well with the unions and the people of
Bridgetown. I am sure the member for Warren
will tell Mr Dans that we did extremely well.
However, he did not like the results in that town.

The Hon. D. KC. Dans: Your track record must
have been better than it was when we were trying
to do something about the Greenbushes police
station.

Thc Hon. A. A. LEWIS: That may be because
1 had the assistance of the Leader of the
Opposition.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: The station closed down
before we left the town,

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I would like to
recount a little story about that. One cold, dark
night Mr Dans and I went down to Greenbushes.
A prisoner who had been arrested at 4.00 p.m.
had dug his way out of the galvanised lockup by
5.45 p.m. We certainly need a new police station
or something.

I would like to take to task Mr McKenzie and
Mr Wells.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: Don't ruin a good
friendship.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: 1 am prepared to put
up with some lecturing and hectoring by certain
peopl e on certain subjects, but if I want to kill
myself by smoking, I will. Half Mr McKenzie's
trouble is that most of the smokers want to go by
bus and they cannot smoke on a bus.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: You can smoke on a
train.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: He cannot have it
both ways. Now we have signs with red crosses
through the cigarette; the next thing we will find
is red crosses through a glass of beer! How far are
we going with these regulating powers and
attempts at doing good for othcr people?
Everyone thinks he can run everyone else's life. It
is about time that we in this House started to look
at some of the shocking legislation we pass here.
We have regulated insurance brokers, settlement
agents, and used-car dealers.

The Honi. J. M. Berinson: And the milk
vendors.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Think how much all
these laws are costing the consumer, I guess that
the used-car dealer legislation increases by about
$300 the cost of a used car worth under $I 000.
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That cost must be passed on to the consumer. In
99 per cent of the cases, a used-ear dealer would
not know that the differential or the big end was
going to drop out of a car he sells, just the same
as we would not know.

I have here a new Perth newspaper called the
Western Mail. An article which appeared on
Saturday, 4 April refers to an effort to licenise
motor vehicle repairecrs. I believe it was a fellow
called Finfield in New South Wales who brought
in such licensing there.

The I"on. D. K. Dans: And a very good
Minister, too.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS:. H-e is probably a very
good man, but it is causing the consumers to pay
an extra 171/2 percent on their motor repair bills.

The Hon. D). K. Dans: Ever thought what be
could be saving them?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Most people can look
after themselves and do not need Government
legislation to do it. It is the same as the insurance
brokers.

The M-on. D. K. Dans: Are we thinking of doing
the same thing?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: According to the
Western Mail we are. Certainly one person in one
party room will oppose the proposal, and I think
in another place I have an ally. I do not know
what the other members of the Government
parties will do, but I believe we have Lone far
enough.

From that item I would like to move to the
subject of blackberries which are a menace in the
south-west. Farmers can be lined for not
controlling blackberries, and I am sorry the
Minister for Conservation and the Environment is
not in the Chamber at the moment because I
would like to ask who controls blackberries in
national parks and State forests. The Forests
Department and the National Parks Authority
will have to do its share. If the Treasurer says
that no money is available to control blackberries
in these places, we will have to let, blackberries
grow over all the farms. It is about time the
Government accepted its responsibilities. On
many occasions farmers have had the blackberries
cleaned right out of their properties only to find
that they come down the creeks from the forests.

The Hon. W. M. Piesse: Absolutely true.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Through the

Agriculture Protection Board the Government is
quite prepared to line the farmer who has
blackberries on his property. However, the
Government does not look after its own areas. I
would like the Minister to note this problem.

Wh ile I am on the subject of Government
inefficiency, I would like to refer to Balingup Hill.
On what was a very narrow winding road the
main roads authority has used up some of the old
pavement, added extra width, and it now means
that the road is a definite danger to the driver of a
loaded truck, because of the way the road is
cambered. I spoke to the engineer in charge and
he said he was sorry, but there was no money to
fix it. What are lives worth? That road must be
fixed or there will be a fatal accident and the
Government and the Main Roads Department
will be responsible for it.

The Minister for Lands knows of the need For
more blocks of land in Walpole. The latest
estimate I received is that 200 blocks at least are
needed. Land which was selling three or four
years ago for $500 a block is now bringing
$10 000. The only owner of land within cooce of
the town is the Government, and the Government
should be opening this land up.

I would like to move on now to talk about the
Art Council of Western Australia and to make a
few pertinent comments about its tours. It is
interesting to note that the tour which made the
most money was that of the Mucky Duck Bush
Band. Only about one in live tours managed to
scrape through approximately even. From the
figures 1 had, various tours have lost as much as
$10000 and $13 000. There is one here which
held 16 performances and lost $16 000-SI 000 a
performance. As you well know, Mr President, I
believe in the arts-indeed, you have criticised me
about. it. However, I cannot see that a
performance should cost so much. If people do not
attend the performances, they should be curtailed.
1 looked carefully at the allocations of money.

Grants for music totalled $366 0 10, of which
country areas received $I 700. When we look at
visual arts and crafts we ind total grants were
$171 949 and country areas received $3 350. That
organisation is not a representative body, and I
will not enter as I have in the past into the
argument of the Fremantle Arts Centre, the
magazine Artlook, and all the printing concerns
because most members will have heard me speak
on that before and I do not wish to bore the
House.

However, I would mention one matter which is
the Southern Cross Museum Trust. Members
might think that is all about Southern Cross in
Mr Leeson's electorate, but it is not. It is about
the building of a replica of Kingsford Smith's
aeroplane. Certain members of this House are
amongst the Western Australian trustees. The
Hon. Vic Ferry is treasurer, the Hon. Graham
MacKinnon is the public relations man, and I for
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my sins am the secretary. I believe this is a cause
we should support. All too often we see museums
which have things which are not working stuck in
corners. We hope to have a flying replica of the
Southern Cross which will be able to give rides to
people around the countryside. If it is a true
replica of the Southern Cross it will be able to
land almost anywhere.

May 1 now move to the performance of a
particular member of this House who I believe is
making a name for himself. I do not think it Is a
good name. I believe he knocks everything he
tackles, and he always becomes personal. His
unbridled attack on the Minister for Lands the
other night was completely unwarranted and
without any merit at all.

We sometimes lose our tempers in this place,
but his was a cold-blooded attempt to blackguard
the Minister. We look at this man and consider
his comments on the air fare issue; and we
consider his comments about the Education
Department.

We saw a headline in the Press "MLC attack
on Education Department" and we know how he
tried to introduce a racist theme and to say the
Education Department has a paternal attitude
towards the education of Aboriginal people, as
though he is an expert. I wonder whether he read
an article in The West Australian of 5 March
under the heading "Labor choice brings row in
Northern Territory". This sort of standover
attitude has become far too prevalent on the part
of this member-and on the part of some of his
legal colleagues I might add. Therefore, 1 will
deal with lawyers.

The Hon. Rt. Hetherington: Are you leaving the
academics alone for a while?

The Hutn. A. A. LEWIS:. It is interesting to
hear the interjection of the Hon. Robert
Hetherington. We have dealt with him. When Mr
McKenzie spoke he referred to a matter in
Forrestfield and congratulated and thanked the
Government for its concern and for the work it
did. Mr McKenzie went to see the Minister, and
the Minister helped him out. On the other hand,
we had an hysterical outburst in the adjournment
debate the dther night by Mr Hetherington, and
when we asked him whether he had wandered
down to see the Minister he would not reply. Mr
McKenzie did just that, and he gave the Minister
due credit for what he did.

The situation was similar to that of the
Belmont High School in respect of which we had
another outburst by Mr Hetherington against the
paternalistic Government which Mr Dowding

hates, but which looks after Opposition members
fairly well.

The. Hon. Peter Dowding: It is absolutely
disgraceful.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It is very interesting
to hear the misrepresentation of the I-on. Peter
Dowding when he quotes the percentage of houses
built in certain places without quoting the number
of people who go to those places. He plucks
figures out of the air like Adam and Eve-

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Such as State
Housing Commission reports; that is where they
came from.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: -and then tries to
berate the Government.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Their performance
was disgraceful.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Mr Dowding makes
personal, snide attacks on the Minister for Lands;
and his last attack was not appreciated even by
his own members. Certainly it was not
appreciated by any person in this House.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: If you cannot see the
implications of what I talked about, most people
in the community can.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Mr Dowding justifies
himself by making a personal attack on the
Minister in the guise of getting something for his
electorate. He should stand tup and say he was
wrong and apologise to the Minister.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: If I were I would.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Well, he is and he
should.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: He does not think
he is.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: The whole of this
House and even his own colleagues think he is.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: I know it is an
embarrassment to you.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It is not an
embarrassment to me; just let Mr Dowding look
around at his own colleagues.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: I am.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Yes, and every one of

them is embarrassed with him.
The Hon. R. Hetherington: Speak for yourself.
The Hon. D. K. Dans: We are embarrassed, but

not for M r Dowding.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: They are all

embarrassed for Mr Dowding, and they know it
because they do not do those sorts of things.

The Hon. R. Hetherington: Really!
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The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: This young, brash
and, I think, legally trained man-although to
hear his comments at times one wonders--does
not bother to get his facts together.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Is this a smear
campaign?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: No, I am dealing with
the member in the same way as he is prepared to
deal with anyone else. If he is prepared to give it,'
he should take it, but I do not think he can take it
very well.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT (the I-In. V. J.
ferry) : Order, please! 1 think the honourable
member should address his remarks to the Chair.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: 1 will, Sir, about
lawyers; and I will quote from a magazine called
Profit Growth.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: I would think
undoubtedly that will be most accurate about
lawyers.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I wonder whether Mr
Dowding has ever read the magazine.

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT: I think the
honourable member should address his remarks to
the Chair.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I am sure you are
right, Sir.

The Hon. D. K- Dans: What page are you
about to quote?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Page 2.
The Hon. Peter Dowding: It looks like

McCablis Newsletter.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: For the benefit of

Hansard, I am about to quote from page 2 of the
magazine Profit Growth for March 1981
published by Golden A. Australia Pty. Ltd. I am
not about to quote From McCablis Newsletter. I
quote as follows-

Who are lawyers? As an economic group,
they are the last of the cottage industries, not
the least reason for which is they often
practice their profession from cottages.

If a businessman is negligent or careless,
then a consumer has certain defined rights
against that businessman. However, if a
lawyer is negligent, there is no defined route
for a consumer to follow in seeking redress
against that lawyer.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: That is not correct.
The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Members opposite say

that is not correct.
The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Is this the standard

of the references on which you always rely?

-The Hon. A. A. LEWlS: I have drawn a few
era bs.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: I am just wondering
about the way you are denigrating the leader of
your own party in this House.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: And the Minister for
Police and Traffic.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I am not doing that; I
am talking about lawyers, and the like. The
document continues-

In all fairness, it must be admitted that
lawyers live in a slightly unreal world,
inhabited by reasonable men, riding around
on the Clapham omnibus, who always look
before they leap.

It is said to catch a crook, you hire a
crook-if you want to sue a lawyer, you need
a lawyer. That stems simple enough, but
then one runs up against things called
",ethical rulings"-you can obtain a second
opin ion from another doctor before you
"fire" the first one, but you cannot consult a
second lawyer without "Firing" the first one.
Where do we go from here?

I move now to page 12 of the same magazine.
The Hon. J. M. Berinson: I suggest you ask for

a refund of your subscription, if this is the best
the magazine can do.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: It is free.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: That is as much as it
is worth, judging by what we have heard so far.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Yes, it is the same
with our legal services. One blanches at the
thought of trying to discipline a lawyer. The
magazine continues-

They will point to the Law Reform
Commission Australia-well, let them point,
for it is hard to see any point in that
Commission ... it is just so much window-
dressing and not good window-dressing at
that. The Commission is not a kind of
Ombudsman for legal problems, it is not at
liberty to initiate programmes of legal
research, and may not do anything to help
the common man.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: Are you talking about
the Law Reform Commission?

The IHIn. A. A. LEWIS: Yes. The article
continues-

Let us all hope that for once, just once, the
Government is seeking to do something
constructive. Government of Lawyers, by
Lawyers, for Lawyers, is great for Lawyers,
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but leaves a little 10 be desired if you are not
fortunate enough to be a Lawyer.

What 1 would like to say-

The R-on. D. K. Dans: Have you not liked
saying what you have said so far?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: No, I have not Day
after day, we sit in this House debating Bills
meant for the ordinary people of this country.
These people become confused and confounded by
lawyers and smart people who believe their
wording is far better than that or ordinary people.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Your draf .tsmen
normally are lawyers.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: That is what worries
me, in fact, it worries most of us because, time
after time, we see Bills not being proclaimed, but
brought back to Parliament because the Crown
Law Department has changed its view on how it
should be drafted. M r Masters could give us.a few
examples of that. For instance, the wildflower Act
spent, 1 think, four years before being proclaimed,
when years earlier, simple people pointed to the
original draft and suggested amendments.

The Hon. J. M. Berinson: Now you have
attacked the Parliamentary Draftsman as well as
the legal profession in general.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: It would be a good idea
to refer this matter to the Attorney General.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: Yes, it would. I am
not like members of the Labor Party; 1 am not
told what 1 must say, and disciplined when 1 do
not say it. I happen to say what 1 think, and I am
glad it is hurting.

One of these days-when it is too late-the
legal profession will realise it has become very
unpopular in the community, principally because
of two or three things. 1 will not mention charges.

The Hon. J. Mv. Berinson: What are you
proposing as a remedy? If you come forward with
a reasonable suggestion, we will be glad to side
with you.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I am proposing that
Mr Berinson, as a member of the legal profession,
should get into that profession and start to sort it
out so- that the public can understand what it is
doing and so that people can obtain some redress
from members of the legal profession.

I mention as but one example a case in which I
was involved, where I was trying to get a limited
guarantee through the Corporate Affairs Office.
It has taken something like 2!6 years, and I have
yet to see the costs. This is only a simple matter,
and it seems to me to be an inordinate length of
time to carry it out.

The Hon. ]. M. Berinson: It does seem to be
quite long.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I know Mr Berinson
would agree that there is too much of this sort of
delay in the whole legal process, whether it be in
solicitors' offices or in Government departments.
We should be able to remove all this tomfoolery
from the law, and obtain some quick sane
decisions from lawyers.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: Fix the law First and
you will not need lawyers.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: In that case, I would
suggest to the Attorney General that we sack our
entire Crown Law drafting department and let
simple men draft our laws. We should leave
lawyers out of it because lawyers are the people
who, when they toss a coin, are not interested
whether it lands "heads" or "tails"; they want the
coin to stand on its edge.

The Hon. H. W. Gayfer: Do you not think that
some of the lawyers in here might have a
pecuniary interest?

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I would not believe
that for one minute;, they are men who are above
that sort of thing.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: We happen to be in a
very minor Opposition on this side.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: 1 believe Mr Olney
was worried at one stage earlier this evening that
he was the only Opposition; he certainly is doing
his job.

It is a worry in the community. I happen to like
a lot of lawyers and barristers. However, I believe
it is the job of a layman to try to point out to the
legal profession that it is becoming more
unpopular with the public as each day goes by. I
suppose an analogy could be drawn towards the
situation with regard to school teachers in that
the public's trust in lawyers is gradually
diminishing. I believe the profession is too
valuable to the country to allow this sort of
attitude to prevail and it is up to us and to lawyers
in general to pull up the profession's boot straps.

1 agree with the Hon. Howard Olney that laws
should be written in simple English; probably,
they should be written by people who have had
no legal training whatever. They would then be
simple and straightforward enough even for
lawyers to be unable to confuse.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: In all seriousness, it
might help to have lay judges as well.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I believe that
sometimes we suffer from tunnel vision.

On occasions, I have heard the Attorney
General and Mr Dowding praising the Family
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Court. I happen to have been through that court'
and I am not full of praise for its procedures. I
have nothing against the counsel or the judge; I
simply thought as a businessman that it was a
very inefficient and costly way df handling
matters. I made some suggestions, some of which
subsequently have been accepted. I was an
outsider, but admittedly a very interested outsider
at that stage of the game.

The Hon. H. W. Olney: You had a pecuniary
interest.

The Hon. A. A. LEWIS: I had a pecuniary
interest. Somebody from outside should have a
look at things. Okay, they might not be right on
everything; but at least it might start somebody
thinking that all is not well within the legal
profession.

There are some other matters in the magazine
from which I quoted. I will show them to Mr
Olney later. They may amaze him. They are the
sorts of things that the people out there in the
wide world, and especially in my electorate,
should be worried about. If we do not bring these
things forward here, there is no other forum in
which we may do so.

I support the motion.
THlE HON. N. F. MOORE (Lower North)

[10.31 p.m.]: I do apologise to members for
speaking at such a late time; but in view of the
fact 1 will not be in the State next week, and the
Add ress-i n- Reply debate may conclude next
week, I wanted to say a few words tonight.

First of all, I would like to say a few words on
behalf of smokers, as I am one of them. We have
heard three speeches on the subject; and I would
like to make a couple of points on behalf of the
smokers. We heard the "on. Mr Lewis, the Hon.
Mr McKenzie, and the Hion. Mr Wells discussing
cigarette smoking; and we were given a lecture, as
Mr Lewis pointed out to us.

During the speech of the Hon. Mr Wells,' the
Hon. Mr Dowding interjected and said he hoped
that cigarette smoking would be banned in
aircraft. I really do not mind very much if
smoking is banned in most areas in the State; and
this is tending to happen right throughout our
society. However, there is one place on which I
draw the line, and that is on aircraft. I am one of
the people who believe that flying is contrary to
the laws of nature, and that getting into an
aircraft and going to 30 000 feet is tempting fate.
When one is in an aircraft at 30000 feet and the
engines cut out, there is only one way to go, and
that is straight down. There are times
when the person who enjoys a cigarette really
needs one when flying. I would be very upset if

cigarettes were banned on aircraft, simply for this
reason.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: You know that
aircraft have an internal air system? It is not the
outside air coming in.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: I understand the
system.

The Hon. Peter 'Dowding: Could you just
perhaps leave your cigarette unlit?

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: I sympathise with
the other passengers on the aircraft; but as I say,
that is one of the problems for the people who do
not like flying such as myself. We have to put up
with that sort of thing.

The Hon. D. K. Dans: I hate it, but I do not
smoke; so it is worse for me.

The Hon. F. E. McKenzie: My speech was on
advertising.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: I am not arguing
that point.

The second matter I want to mention is in
relation to the so-called razor gang in Canberra
which has decided, all of a sudden, to cut out the
"Life. Be in it" programme which revolves around
a revolting character named Norm.

The Hon. P. G. Pendal: Any relation?
The Hon. N. F. MOORE: I am sorry that this

programme will be cut out, because it has
provided a great deal of good for our community.
However, there is one aspect that should be
removed, and that is the use of the name "Norm".

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: I agree.
The Hon. N. F. MOORE: On behalf of the

Norms of this world, I suggest that if any
consideration is ever given to the reintroduction of
this programme, some other name besides
"Norm" should be used.

The Hon. R. J L. Williams7 Fred'
The Hon. N. F. MOORE: Any time I introduce

myself as "Norm" people look at me to see
whether I have a hangover, in more ways than
one. They look to see if I have a "tinny" in my
hand. They usually say "How are you, sport?", or
something like that.

On behalf of the Normans, I hope that when
this programme is reintroduced, if it is, a new
name will be found. When I look around the
Chamber tonight, I can see my colleague the
Hon. Norman Baxter: and I look at myself: and I
realise that "Norm" is not an appropriate name
to use for the character portrayed. As I look
around the Chamber, I could suggest some
appropriate alternatives: but I will not mention
any names because I understand some members
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are on a programme of losing weight and they
may not be appropriate alternatives at a later
time.

On a more serious note, I wanted to refer to a
proposal by the Eastern Goldfields Esperance
Regional Development Committee in relation to a
mining programme on the ABC. As all members
will know, particularly those in country areas, the
ABC provides a very excellent programme on
agricultural matters called "The Country Hour".
That is broadcast on weekdays at 12 noon. There
is also a television programme called
"Countrywide" which relates also to agricultural
matters.

People living in mining communities are similar
to people living in agricultural areas. They have
the same problems; they have the relative
isolation; they have problems of communication.
The ABC provides a magnificent service for the
farming community; and it could provide a
similar service for the mining community and the
mining industry. That is the belier of the regional
devel6pment committee. Some matters in the
mining industry arc extremely important, and
they ought to be taken into account.

We all know how important the agricultural
industry is. However, the mining industry
produced goods or products to the value of
$18000 million in 1978-79, and it provided
employment for 18700 people. In 1977-78 the
exploration expenditure was $75 million. When
one looks at those figures, one can understand
how _important to our community and to our
nation is the mining industry.

The programme, which could be run by the
ABC on a similar basis to "The Country Hour",
could provide all sorts of information which would
be of value to people living in mining
communities. As I mentioned before, they live in
relatively remote areas: and they suffer the
problems of poor communications. The ABC
could provide a service to most mining
communities, which would be of benefit to them.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: Do you know that
following our representations the ABC now
supplies TV regional news? That covers the whole
State.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE. I am talking about a
specific programme for mining communities. I
will deal with ihe sorts of things which could be
discussed on that programme. First of all, there is
the ecomomic impact of mining on the economy.
In 1978-79, 38.4 per cent of our exports were
mineral products. The programme could deal with
the economic impact, and the contribution that
the industry is making to our nation.

Secondly, the programme could deal with the
latest technical developments in the industry. As
we know, the mining industry is particularly
capital intensive, and it requires a great dea of
technology. The new technology could be made
known to the people in mining areas through such
a programme.

Thirdly, the programme could give
consideration to the role of Governments in the
mining industry. As we all know, the Government
is involved with the mining industry through
regulations, through the fact that people have to
register leases, and all these sorts of things. The
Government is involved also in infrastructure
assistance, and things of that nature. That
includes, from the point of view of the Federal
Government, taxation, export licences, and so on.

Another area that could be considered relates
to the employment prospects or the employment
opportunities in the mining industry. As I
mentioned before, about 19 000 people are
employed in the mining industry.

The programme could be related to manpower
training and to various other aspects of education
for the people in the various spheres of the mining
industry. It could deal also with the
environmental factors affecting the mining
industry.

A regular programme in relation to commodity
prices would be most beneficial. It is very
important that the people involved in this industry
are aware of the fluctuations that occur in
relation to commodity prices.

The Country Hour gives up-to-date market
prices for the various items produced in the
agricultural areas. I think it would be very helpful
for people in mining communities to know the
relevant up-to-date prices affecting them o 'n a
regular basis. That is another area in which this
programme could be beneficial to these people.
Similarly, up-to-date share market information
would be Of great value to people living in mining
towns who have a particular interest in the share
market, especially those people involved with
small exploration compa nies, and prospectors.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: That is already on
that segment.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: I am suggesting that
what they give is not just a read-out of the shares
and an indication of which went up and which
went down together with the prices, but an in-
depth consideration of what happened in the day's
trading with greater attention being given to
commodity prices with reasons explaining the
changes taking place. This way the people would
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have a better understanding rather than just
getting the raw facts.

The Her. Peter Dowding: They need mare staff
in the area.

The Hon. N. F. MOORE: What I am trying to
get across is that people who live in mining towns
would appreciate a programme on the radio which
was devoted purely to all aspects of the mining
industry in the same way as the Country Hour
relates to all facets of the agriculture industry. I
do not know whether enough information is
available to require a programme every day of the
week; perhaps a programme once or twice a week
would be sufficient and would allow people to
organise their time so that they could hear it.

I put forward this idea because I think it is a
very good one. It has been put forward by the
Eastern Goldfields and Esperance Regional
Development Committee. The idea is worthy of
consideration and I hope that in the not-too-
distant future people living in my electorate will
be able to tune in to the ABC some time during
the week and listen to a programme devoted to
mining interests, something which is close to their
hearts..

Debate adjourned, on motion by the Hon. P. H.
Lockyer.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

THE HON. 1. G. MEOCALE (Metropolitan-
Leader of the House) [ 10.42 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday, 14 April.

Question put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
ORDINARY

THE HON. 1. G. MEDCALF (Metropolitan-
Leader of the House) [ 10.43 p.m.]: I move-

That the House do now adjourn.

The Hon. R. J. L. Williams: Speech

THE HON. H. W. OLNEY (South
Metropolitan) [10.44 p.m.]: I do not want to
delay your leaving the throne, Mr Acting
President (the Hon. V. J. Ferry), but I wish to
respond very briefly to comments made tonight by
the Hon. R. J. L. Williams. Unfortunately I was
working in my office during part of his speech,
but I have been told what I missed.

The Hon. D. J. Wordsworth: You are referring
to the fact that most of the time there has been

only one member of the Labor Party in the
Chamber.

Several members interjected.
The Hon. H. W. OLNEY: Mr Williams

commented on my habit of placing my foot on the
chair whilst speaking-apparently on the rare
occasions when I do not have it in my mouth. It is
a habit I have unconsciously developed and one I
propose to remedy, which the member will be
pleased to know. Various members do have their
idiosyncrasies; Mr Pike tends to push his index
finger up in the air as though he has just applied
nail polish and is waiting for it to dry; Mr Wells
seems to wave both his hands about; Mr Berinson
uses both hands to try to bring down those tablets
of stone from Mt. Sinai. It is quite interesting to
see just what facets of a member's delivery retains
our attention.

Supreme Court: Appeals to Privy Council

The Hon. H. W. OLNEY: l am sorry the Hon.
Mr Williams finds it disgraceful that I advocate
the abolition of appeals to the Privy Council. It
appears he has this view because I happen-along
with the Leader of the House-to hold letters
patent appointing me as one of Her Majesty's
counsel. He also takes objection to my advocacy
of an alternative form of government to the
monarchy.

Mr Williams is proud of his Welsh ancestry,
and well he may be. I was born in Australia. my
father was born in Australia. and my father's
father was born in Australia. My wife was born in
Australia, her father was born in Australia, and
so was his father. I am proud to be an Australian.
Just as Mr Williams is proud of his Welsh
ancestry. l am proud of my Australian ancestry.

When Mr Williams goes to the United
Kingdom he goes home; when I go there I go
overseas. I go home when I come back to
Australia. In my speech to the Address-in-Reply I
affirmed that I was a loyal subject of the Queen
and indicated-which need not have been
said-that I had taken an oath of allegiance to
her on the day I was sworn in as a member of
Parliament. But let us remember that the Queen
is Queen by virtue of an Act of Parliament. It is
an Act of Parliament which by ordinary
constitutional legal process can be changed if the
Parliament at any time is so minded.

I would hope that if and when Australia adopts
a different form of government, adopted by due
process of law in accordance with our
parliamentary system-a different form of
government from the present
monarchy-although Mr Williams would not

690



[Wednesday, 8 April 1981169

applaud the change he would still be a loyal
citizen of his adopted country and give his loyalty
to the lawful Government, whether it be a
republican or monarchy system.

I would like also to clear up a problem that I
believe is a misunderstanding concerning the
Privy Council. The Privy Council is no longer the
final court of appeal from the High Court of
Australia. The process of eliminating appeals to
the Privy Council was initiated by our founding
fathers by making provision for it in the
Constitution. The second step was taken by a
Liberal Prime Minister in 1968, and the final step
was taken by the Whitlam Government early in
the 1970s with the total support of the Liberal
Party.

The High Court has now declared that it will
no longer be bound by previous judicial
precedents of the Privy Council. But there still
remains an avenue in some circumstances for an
appeal to be taken from the Supreme Court of
this State direct to the Privy Council; that is, by
bypassing the High Court. An appellant my
choose whether to go to the High Court or the
Privy Council.

In an answer to a question last year the
Attorney General told me he thought that it was
good to have a choice. In expressing that view he
expressed a view which is contrary to the views
expressed by the judges of the High Court who
regard it as a bad thing that there is a potential
for the existence of two lines of appeal from a
particular court. Once we have two final
courts-ko alternative final courts, neither of
which is subject to the other-we have the
potential for inconsistency in the law.

I am not the only person, the first person, or
probably the last person to advocate that the law
in this State be changed to provide that all
appeals from our Supreme Court go to the High
Court. Sir Garfield Barwick is amongst those who
have advocated the same thing, as indeed have
five of the present judges of the High Court. Not
only that, but the lords of the Privy Council have
themselves said that it is desirable that decisions
affecting Australians made under Australian laws
should be decided by Australian courts sitting in
Australia.

I would support that, because it is good sense.
That statement was made about 15 or 16 years
ago, so it is not something radical which has just
been turned up for the first time.

The member on my left said Sir Gafield
Barwick sits on the Privy Council and he did on
occasions when he was the Chief Justice, because
he was one of the persons entitled to do so.

The Privy Council continue to exist as an
appellate court from many of the courts of the
former and few remaining British colonies and
there is no inconsistency in Sir Garfield Barwick's
conduct in sitting as a member of the Privy
Council and, at the same time, advocating that, in
a sovereign nation like Australia, an Australian
court ought to be the final and absolute court of
appeal.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: We have these
pathetic, grovelling. Royal genuflectors who
cannot see past that.

Several members interjected.
The Hon. Peter Dowding: You are one of them

too.
The ACTING PRESIDENT (the Hon. V J.

Ferry): Order!
The Hon. H. W. OLNEY: In case my loyalty

to the British Crown is in doubt, I can assure the
member that, when I appear as counsel in a
superior court I wear a black robe. The reason for
that is that in 1694 the legal profession went into
mourning for the death of King William Ill who
was a great upholder of the common law. The
legal profession has remained in mourning for the
champion of common law, so every time I don my
black robe, I am expressing my loyalty to King
William Ill and with that goes my loyalty to his
lawful successors.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: I think robes are
claptrap.

The Hon. P. H. Lockyer: Tell Mr Olney that.
The Hon. H. W. OLNEY: Mr Dowding and I

are in slightly different positions. Since I acquired
the right to wear a silk gown, I have invested
$500 in a robe and I have set aside my father's
50-year-old robe, which was in tatters anyway.

I should like to make one point in conclusion
and that is I agree substantially with some of the
comments Mr Lewis made this evening about the
legal profession. Some of the remarks he made
are valid. I hope in due course we will have an
opportunity to debate in a sane, level-headed way
some of the problems I believe exist at present
with respect to the legal profession; but tonight is
not the occasion.

Parliamentary Questions: Uinsatis factory Answers

THlE HON. R. HIETHJERINGTON (East
Metropolitan) [10.53 p.m.]: After hearing Mr
Olney, normally I would not have stood up to
speak tonight on what I intended to speak on
earlier, but because of some remarks which were
made when I was absent from the House on
parliamentary duties in my electorate, I believe I
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should say a few words about questions and also
about the Forrest field situation to which I have
referred previously.

Since I have been a member of this House, on a
number of occasions 1 have consistently criticised
the kinds of answers we receive from Ministers in
this House. Today 1 received the kind of answer
which annoys me. 1 asked whether it was correct
that the Bentley High School is the only high
school in the area with provision for physicaly
handicapped students and, if that was correct,
what provision the Minister intended to make for
physically handicapped students in the area. The
answer to the first part of the question was "No".
As Mr Lewis pointed out, I should have said "if
the answer to (a) is 'No' what high schools have
provision?" and asked a whole series of other
questions.

However, I would have thought'the staff of the
Minister who compile the replies to questions
could fill in that information, because it would
have saved a lot of trouble. The answer to part (b)
of the question was that suitable alternative
arrangements would be made for handicapped
children. All we have to do is trust "Big Brother!"

1 will ask a further series of questions to find
out whether the matter has been looked at
previously or whether this kind of answer means
what it seems to mean which is "We have not
really thought about that, but now we will start
thinking about it and we hope that by the time
the Bentley High School is phased out we will
have suitable arrangements".

Community Welfare: Children's Institution at
Forrest field

The other night I stood up and talked about a
reply I received from the Minister for Education
in regard to the Forrestfield detention centre
issue. I have been consistently misrepresented ever
since and I believe even the Attorney General has
misrepresented my position, although I know he
would not do that deliberately.

In faca I was pleased the Attorney General
stood up, because had I obtained half the
information the 'Attorney General gave on that
occasion in the reply to my question, I would have
been completely satisfied. I wanted to have
something on public record which would give
people in my electorate a feeling that the matter
was being considered as in fact I knew it was. On
occasions one does not ask questions because one

is looking for information of which one is not
aware, but rather one asks questions because one
is hoping something will be put on the public
record. That is what I was doing the other day
when I asked the question.

I received an unsatisfactory answer to my
question, but when I spoke on the adjournment
debate I obtained a completely satisfactory reply
from the Attorney General and I will come back
to that in due course when I make my speech on
the Add ress-i n- Reply. It appears to me we should
in some way change the customs of this House
and statements by Ministers on such matters
would be helpful.

The Hon. Peter Dowding: There are some
notable exceptions to that.

The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON: By way of
interjection by the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife I gather I was challenged to make a
comment in this regard. Since the Attorney
General spoke, I have received a letter from the
Minister for Community Welfare on the
Forrestfield matter for which I personally
thanked him when I saw him in the corridor.

Apart from the reply to my question which the
Minister did hot prepare, I believe he has behaved
with complete propriety on this issue and I
applaud what he has done.

As I said when I stood up originally to talk
about the situation at Forrestfield, I believe what
was done, was done with the best intentions in the
world and people had been caught flat-footed, as
it were, and the Minister was in a difficult
position. I do not intend to make a Press
statement, because my original statement was
made in the House.

The Hon. G. E. Masters: Mr McKenzie has
been talking to you.

The Hon. IR. HETHERINGTON: However, I
will make a statement in the House that I
appreciate what the Minister has done. I believe
what was nearly done was wrong, but now there
has been a response to the public appeal and
outcry-as there should be in a democracy-and,
therefore, 1 pay tribute-I hope I can do so again,
because I do not always agree with him-to the
Minister for Community Welfare for his
behaviour on this issue.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at iri.58 p.m.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

EDUCATION:, HIGH SCHOOL

Ben tley

141. The Hon. R. HETHERINGTON, to the
Minister rcpresenting the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is the report in The West Australian of
7 April 1981 correct where it states that
the Bentley High School will be closed
next year and the buildings used for a
technical college?

(2) What have been the student enrolments
at Bentley High School since 1970?

(3) What are the nearest high schools to
Bentley and what have been their
enrolments since 1970?

(4) (a) Is it correct that the Bentley High
School is the only high school in the
area with provision for physically
handicapped students; and

(b) if this is correct, what provision
does the, Minister intend to make
for physically handicapped students
in the area?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

I am advised as follows:-

(1) The report in The West Australian
of 7 April 1981 does not state that
the Bentley Senior High School will
be closed next year, but indicates
that the present role of the school
will be phased out over two years
and its future function built up over
the same period.

(2) 1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

1 287
1 153
I 195
1 145
1 l4l
1 134
1 007

895
809
724
684
631

By 1986 enrolments at this school would
have been 550 pupils.

(3) The nearest high schools are Como
Senior High, Kent Street Senior
High and Cannington Senior High.
Enrolments since 1970 have
been:-

Como Kent St
SHS SHS

1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979
1980
1981

(4) (a)
(b)

491
690
750
796
744
698
676
635
621
578
573
570

1 245
1 219
I 117
1 035
I1026

980
886
849
757
762
765
740

Can-
nington

SHS
I 230
I 203
1 053

906
9l I
853
858
8.59
829
743
707
711

No;,
suitable alternative arrange-
ments will be made for
handicapped children
attending the Bentley Senior
High School.

ROADS

Road Maintenance Tax

142: The Hon. W. M. PlESSE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Transport:
(1) What were the amounts of road

maintenance tax collected in each of the
last 12 months of its imposition?

(2) What are the totals of tax collected by
the taxing method which replaced road
maintenance tax in each of the months
since its imposition?

(3) What was the cost of collecting road
maintenance tax?

(4) What is the cost of collecting the present
tax?

The Hon. 1. C. MEDCALF replied:
(1) The net receipts collected by the

Transport Commission of road
maintenance charges are-
Month

July 1978
August 1978
September 1978
October 1978
November 1978
December 1978

Net Receipts

531 281.66
487 039.13
464 104.12
481 912.68
519 777.01
426 119.49
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January 1979
February 1979
March 1979
April 1979
May 1979
June 1979

535 595.89
416 449.95
502 117.37
433 534.86
506 119.76
393 151.84

$5 697 203.76

(2) The following collections include two
years' payment of the set licence fee of
$500 per annum for each of the eight
wholesale outlets-total $8 000.

Month Received

June July 1979
August 1979
September 1979
October 1979
November 1979
December 1979
January 1980
February 1980
March 1980
April 1980
May 1980
June 1980
July 1980
August 1980
September 1980
October 1980
November 1980
December 1980
January 198 1
February 1981
March 1981

Amount
$

4 000.00
1 535 728.53
1 535 728.53
1 535 728.53
1 536 532.35
1 421 680.13
1 535931.98
1 650 193.81
I 535931.98
I 536 273.98
1 536431.98
I 540625.87
1 411 469.44
2257340.17
2032 153.54
2081 515.58
2081 516.29
2081 516.29
2081 516.29
2081 516.29
2081 516.29

S35 094 847.85

MINING

Coal: Discoveries

143. The H-on. R. G. PIKE, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

Would the Minister please advise-
(I) The names of all organisations and

persons who have-

(a) coalmining leases;
(b) coal temporary reserves; and
(c) prospecting areas for coal;
in Western Australia on which,
where known by the department,
coal has been found?

(2) Where known by the department
in regards to (1) (a) to (c), would
the Minister further advise-

(a) the areas of the leases,
temporary reserves, and
prospecting areas for coal held
by the various organisations
and persons;

(b) the known reserves of coal and
the type of coal;

(c) the inferred reserves of coal;
and

(d) the depth and width of coal
seams, together with details of
overburden depths?

The Hon. 1.C. M EDCALF replied:
(1) and (2) All reports filed with the

Department of Mines which provide
details of coal reserves etc. established
are of a confidential nature.

144. This question was postponed.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
MTT: Leasing Arrangements

It should be recognised that with the
introduction of the wholesale fuel
franchise levy, there was an off-setting
reduction in all vehicle licence fees
except for heavy trucks. The road
maintenance charges and wholesale fuel
franchise levy figures are therefor not
comparable.

(3) Estimated cost of collections for
financial year 1978-79 was 13.57 per
cent.

(4) Estimated current cost of collection is
nine man hours per month.

145. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to
Minister representing the Minister
Transport:

the
for

(1) How many buses operated by the
Metropolitan Transport Trust are
subject to leasing arrangements?

(2) What are the names of the companies
involved in leasing arrangements with
the Metropolitan Transport Trust?

The Hon. 1.0G. MEDCALF replied:

(1)
(2)

I128.
Lease Underwriting Ltd.
Bain Leasing Pty. Ltd.
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TRAFFIC: MOTOR VEHICLES

Insurance Trust
146. The Hon. J. M. BERINSON, to the

Minister representing the Minister for Local
Government:

Where, and on what terms, is money to
be held on trust by the Motor Vehicle
Insurance Trust for persons under a
disability normally deposited in respect
ofsumns of-
(a) less than $500;
(b) $500 to $2 000;
(c) $2 000 to $5 000; and
(d) above $5 000?

The Hon. 1. G. M EDCA LF replied:
(a) to (d) Trust moneys for persons

under a disability are normally
desposited with the Public Trustee,
under such terms as prescribed by a
Court Order.
The sum involved is as set out in the
court order.

147. This question was postponed.

RAILWAYS

Railcars and Trailers

148. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE, to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What are the programmed dates of
delivery for Westrail's new railcars and
trailers?

(2) How many are-

(a) railcars; and
(b) trailers?

(3) Where are they being built?
(4) What is the cost of each-

(a) railcar; and
(b) trailer?

(5) Has there been any escalation in the
original tender price, and if so, will the
Minister supply details?

(6) Will they be owned by Westrail, or will
they be the subject of a leasing
arrangement?

(7) If leased, will the Minister provide
details of-

(a)
(b)

the leasing arrangement; and
the name of the firm or Firms who
are the lessors?

The I-on, 1. G. MEDCALF replied:
(1) The railcars and trailers are scheduled

for delivery between August 1981 and
December 1981 at the rate of one twin-
car set per month.

(2) (a) Five;,
(b) five.

(3) The construction of the railcar and
trailer bodies and the assembly of the
power equipment and bogies is being
carried out by A. Gonirian and Co. at its
Newcastle plant in New South Wales.
The final fitting out of the two car sets
with interior Fittings, furnishings and
seatings will be undertaken in Western
Australia at the works of Tomlinsons
Steel Ltd.

(4) (a) $836 896;
(b) $486 530.

(5) The original tender price is subject to
escalation only in accordance with
clause 49 and the schedule applicable
thereto of Westrail's general conditions
of contract for the acquisition of rolling
stock, a copy of which was supplied to
the member in answer to his question 57
on Wednesday, I April.

(6) They will be subject to a leasing
arrangement.

(7) (a) and (b) This information is not
available because the leasing
arrangements have yet to be finalised.

WATER RESOURCES

Salmon Gums

149. The Hon. J. M. BROWN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Water
Resources:

(1) How many times in the past five years
have restrictions been applied for
consumers of the water supply in the
township of Salmon Gums?

(2) Has there been any indication to the
people over the years that another damn
would be financed?

(3) Was there any indication made to the
people of Salmon Gums that a supply
would be piped from Esperance?

(4) What is the current planning for the
water supplies at Salmon Gums?
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The
(1)

Hon. 0. E. MASTERS replied:
A continuous quota system was
introduced on I July 1976 to regulate
the consumption of water from the
Salmon Gums scheme.
Because of the very satisfactory storage
situation it was possible to allow
unrestricted consumption in the periods
27 April to 5 November 1979 and 22
November 1979,1to I December 1980.

(2) The Dundas Shire Council and others
have been advised that an additional
local storage and catchment will be
constructed when funds become
available.

(3) No. but this option was investigated.
The small number of existing and
expected services in Salmon Gums could
nbt possibly justify the cost of a pipeline.

(4) It is not possible to indicate the timing
of the augmentation of the scheme as
this is dependent upon the availability of
funds.

TRANSPORT

Bus-rail Transfer Station: Armada/c

150. The I-eo. F. E. McKENZIE. to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Does the Government intend to
construct a bus-rail transfer station at
Armadale?

(2) If so. to what stage has planning
progressed?

The.H-on. I.C. MEDCALF replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) There is a minor bus-rail transfer

facility currently operating at Armadale.
The future requirements are presently
being investigated in conjunction with
the current Armadale sub-regional
centre study.

POLICE

Search of Property: Damage

151. The Hon. J. M. BROWN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Police and
Traffic:
(1) In the course of the police conducting a

search of a property pursuant to search
warrant, what legal responsibility rests

with the Police Department to ensurE
that property is left in the same manne
in which it was originally found?

(2) Has there ever been any compensatioi
paid in respect of damage caused b:
police in this type of action?

The Hon. 0. E. MASTERS replied:

(1) Generally, warrants to search are issuex
pursuant to the Criminal Code, Justicc
Act, Police Act, Firearms Act, am
Poisons Act, and none of these contain:
provisions as to the manner in whici
property should be left.
The State of Western Australia, througi
the Police Department, is not vicariousi'
liable for the actions of an individua
police officer.
An aggrieved party alleging abuse of
search warrant could proceed civilly ii
tort against a particular police officer.
Should a police officer conduct a scare!
in a manner unreasonable or maliciou,
in the circumstances, then disciplinar,
action could result pursuant to the polici
regulations.

(2) Unknown. information of this nature i
not traceable unless specific details an
supplied.

STATE FINANCE

General Loan Fund: Transport

152. The Hon. F. E. McKENZIE,
Minister representing the Treasurer:

to thc

(1) What has been the total General Loar
Fund availability for each of the years
ended 30 June 1970 to 1980 inclusive?

(2) For each of the years ended 30 June
1970 to 1980 inclusive, and excluding
expenditure by the Main Roads
Department and the Metropolitan
Region Planning Authority on the road
system, and by the Public Works
Department and various port authorities
on port facilities, what has been the
General Loan Fund allocation to public
transport?

(3) What was the percentage of total
General Loan Funds devoted to public
transport for the years ended 30 June
1970 t0 1980 inclusive?
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The Hon. 1. . MEDCALF replied:
(1) to (3) The information requested is

available from the statements of the
public accounts-statements 10 and
Il[-which are attached to the report of
the Auditor General for the respective
years and in the General Loan Fund
Estimates for the respective years.

PASTORAL LEASES

Aborigines

153. The Hon. I-I. W. OLNEY. to the Minister
for Lands:

(1) (a) How many; and
(b) which;
pastoral leases have been transferred to
Aboriginal interests since the
Noonkanbah dispute?

(2) What was the date of transfer in each
ease'?

(3) What are the names of the respective
transferees?

The Hon. 1. G. Medcalf (for the Hon. D. J.
WORDSWORTH) replied:
(1) (a) Two;

(b) Carlindie Station and Lalla Rookh
Station.

(2) 5 December 1980 and 22 December
1980 respectively.

(3) Strelley Pastoral Pty. Ltd. in both cases.

LAND

Broome Lot 1216

154. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Minister [or Lands:

(1) Is it a fact that Broome lot 1216 was
released to the North West Bus Tours
Pty. Ltd.?

(2) What was the purpose of the release?
(3) What was the title released?
(4) What conditions were imposed on

development prior to freeholding?
(5) What conditions were observed prior to

freeholding?
(6) On what date was the land released, and

on what date was it freeholded?

The Hon. 1. 0. Medcalf (for the Hon. D. J.
WORDSWORTH) replied:

(I) Yes.
(2) Applications were invited for lease of the

lot under section 117 of the Land Act
for the purpose of "chalet holiday
accommodation"

(3) If the question relates to the purpose of
the title, the lease specified the above
purpose and the subsequent Crown
grant was, as is normal, free of trust.

(4) The relevant conditions specified on the
lease were-

I . The land shall not be used for any
purpose other than "Chalet Holiday
Accommodation" without the prior
approval in writing of the Minister
for Lands.

5. The land shall be occupied and used
by the lessee for the purpose
specified within nine (9) months of
the commencement of the lease and
thereafter will be continuously so
used to the satisfaction of the
Minister.

6. The lessee shall commence
construction within nine (9) months
and thereafter continue
construction and complete and
operate the works within two (2)
years from the date of the
commencement of the lease.

7. All buildings, erections, paving,
drainage and other works shall be
to the approval of the Local
Authority and the lessee shall
perform, discharge and execute all
requisitions and works unto the
demised land as are or may be
required by any local or public
authority operating under any-
statute by-law or regulation.

8. The only residence permitted will
be that of the lessee or a Manager
or Manager/Caretaker.

(5) The land was cleared and partially
fenced, services were developed and 12
chalet units were constructed, to a total
value of about $336 000. All conditions
of the lease relating to development and
operations under the lease purpose were
observed.

(6) The land was released on 21 May 1976,
and the Crown grant issued on 4
December, 1980.

SETTLEMENT AGENCIES

Number. Owners, and Fees

155. The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, to the Minister
representing the Chief Secretary:

In view of the Government's announced
intention to legislate to regulate
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settlement agencies, will the Minister
state-

The
(1) (a) Inquiries were made of the

Settlement Agents Association
(Inc.) who advised approximately
150 settlement agents are operating
of which 125 arc members of that
association;

(b) not known;
(c) not known;
(d) no set scale of fees is fixed at

present.

(2) Yes. The Settlement Agents Association
(Inc.) and the WA Settlement Agents
Association.

(3) No.

FUEL AND ENERGY: ELECTRICITY

Rochourne

156. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Minister representing the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:

With reference to my letter to the
Minister dated 10 February 1981 raising
the question of the safety of the
Roebourne electricity supply-

(1) Is it a fact that maintenance work
on the Roebourne SEC lines is done
on only one day per week?

(2) If so, why, and why is not more
maintenance work done on them?

(3) Is the Minister aware that two
children were recently electrocuted
in Roebourne when they touched a
stray wire attached to the
electricity pole?

(4) Has the Minister investigated the
matter?

(1) What inquiries have been made to
ascertain-
(a) the number of settlement

agents at present operating;
(b) the background and standing

of persons and firms at present
carrying on business as
settlement agents;

(c) the amount of trust funds
handled by settlement agents;
and

(d) the fees charged?
(2) Has the Government had any

discussions with, or submissions
from, any organisations purporting
to represent groups of settlement
agents, and if so, what
organisations have been involved?

(3) Has any comparison been made
between the fees charged by
settlement agents and those charged
by solicitors for the same or similar
services, and if so, what does the
comparison disclose?

Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

If not, why not?
If the Minister has investigated the
matter, what are the results of his
investigation?

(7) Why has the Minister not replied to
my letter?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) and (2) I am advised that at the present
time it is considered routine
maintenance can be handled on a one-
day-per-week basis in Roebourne.

(3) and (4) As the member already will be
aware, the two children at Roebourne
were not "electrocuted" as he implies,
but the children certainly received an
electric shock due to an unpredictable
equipment failure.

(5) Not applicable.
(6) All similar equipments have been

inspected and replaced where necessary,
and additional stay insulators have been
installed.

(7) The member's question implies that he
has not yet received the
acknowledgement from the Minister for
Fuel and Energy dated 30 March 1981
which enclosed a copy of the letter
forwarded to the member for Pilbara
(Mr Sodeman) containing all the
relevant details. If the member has not
received this notification, a further copy
can be obtained from the Minister's
office.

ABSORIG INES

Reserve: Ann Street, Broom~e

157. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Minister representing the Minister for
Community Welfare:
(1) Has the Minister been approached, or is

there under discussion, a proposal for
the release of land at the "Ann Street
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Reserve", Broome, to the State Housing
Commission or other Government
instrumentality?

(2) What stage have these discussions
reached?

(3) Why is it proposed to release Aboriginal
reserve land to the State Housing
Commission?

(4) Is it in accordance with the wishes of the
Aboriginal community on the "Ann
Street Reserve" that the land should be
released?

The

(1)

Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:
to (4) The Minister for Community
Welfare refers the member to his answer
to question 85 which was asked by the
member on Wednesday, I April 198 1.

BUTTER WORTHS PTY. LTD.

Contractual Arrangements with Crown

158. The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, to the Attorney
General:

What are the contractual arrangements
between the Crown and Butterworths
Pty. Ltd. in relation to the publication of
Crown copyright material in the WA
reports?

The Hon. 1.0G. MEDCALF replied:

At presenf there are no contractual
arrangements between the Crown and
Butterworths Pty. Ltd. in relation to the
publication of Crown copyright material
in the WA reports, as arrangements for
the publication of the WA reports have
been made with the Law Society.

PRISON

Roebourne

159. The Hon. Peter DOWDING, to the
Minister representing the Chief Secretary:

(1) Are there plans to rebuild the
Roebourne Regional Prison?

(2) To what stage have these plans
advanced?

(3) When is it anticipated that the re-
building will occur?

(4) What is the estimated cost?

(5)

(6)

The

(1)
(2)

Will the prison 'be resited in Roebourne,
or moved to another location?
If it will be moved-
(a) why will it be moved; and
(b) where will it be moved to?
Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:
Yes.
to (6) Detailed planning has not yet
commenced, but proposals are included
in the overall prison development plan.
which it is hoped to complete by 1984.

EDUCATION: SPECIAL SCHOOL

White Gum Valley

160. The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Education:

Further to the answer to question 67 on
I April 1981, when is it likely that work
will commence on the playing fields at
White Gum Valley Special School?

The Hon. 1.0G. MEDCALF replied:
Work on the playing area of the White
Gum Valley Special School will be
undertaken as soon as funds become
available in the 1981-82 financial year.

LAND

Broome: Intense Horticultural Lois

161. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Minister for Lands:

(1) How many people
horticultural lots in
land release?

(2) How many
unsuccessful?

applied for intense
Broome in the 1980

applicants were

(3) How many of the applicants resided in
Broome at the time of the application?

(4) How many of the unsuccessful
applicants resided in Broome?

(5) How many successful applicants resided
in Broome?

(6) Who were the members of the lands
board?

(7) Did any of the lands board members
allocate lots to themselves?

(8) If so, which lots?
(9) How many of those members of the

lands board to whom lots were allocated,
where resident in Broome?

(10) Was the chairman of the lands board
the shire president?
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(11) Is the shire president involved in
business with his brother a Mr Reid?

(12) Were businiess associates of the said Mr
Reid granted lots in Broome?

(13) If so, what lots?
(14) Is the Minister satisfied with the system

of allocation of land in Broome?

The Hon. I. G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) 61.
(2) 34
(3) 31.

(4) 18.

(6)

(7)
(8)
(9)

(I10)
(11)
(12)
(13)
(14)

plus four withdrew.

13.
H. E. Coffey, chairman;
W. W. Vickery, member;,
P.G.A. Reid, shire president.
No.
Not applicable.
Not applicable.
No.
Not known.
Not known.
Not applicable.
Yes.

FISHERIES

Esperance
162. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the

Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) Is the Minister aware that Government
grants have been given to both Hunts
Foods of Albany and West Ocean
Canning Pty. Ltd. to extend their fish
canning industry'?

(2) Is the Minister aware that Government
assistance has been provided for the
fishing industry in Esperanc by the
provision towards a small fishing
harbour?

(3) Is the Minister aware that both the
aforementioned fish canning operations
are buying fish from Japanese sources
and from Safeol in South Australia to
the prejudice of the Esperanee fishing
industry?

(4) Is the Minister aware that there are
substantial quantities of fish available,
but the fishermen are unable to fish
them because of no guarantee of
markets?

(5) Will the Minister investigate this matter
and take steps to ensure that the
recipients of Government aid purchase
Western Australian tuna for canning
purposes in preference to either
Japanese or South Australian tuna?

(6) If so, what steps will he take?
(7) If not, why not?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

(1) 1 understand one company has obtained
a loan from Government sources and the
other provided with some financial
assistance.

(2) Yes.
(3) I am informed that neither company has

purchased fish from SAFCOL in South
Australia, but that one company has
purchased fish from Japan under a
longer term contract made when local
fishermen were unable to supply the
quantities required.

(4)
(5)

Yes.
to (7) 1 have held discussions with both
companies with a view to improving the
situation. There is both a world-wide
and Australia-wide over-supply of tuna.
This has created marketing difficulties.
Howev ,er, both companies are
enideavouring to find alternative
markets.

LAND

Tax

163. The Hon. J. M. BER1NSON, to the
Minister representing the Treasurer:

(1) Is there any reason that land tax should
not be treated like other taxes and be
made subject to penalty without further
notice from the due date for payment?

(2) Is not the present system both
unnecessarily expensive and unfair to
the 80 per cent of taxpayers who do pay
on time?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) At present, the assessment notices,
unlike some other taxes, are not marked
"First and Final" notice.

(2) No, as' prompt attention to the issue of
final notices and further recovery action
ensures early payment of most
assessments.
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PASTORAL LEASES
A borigines

164. The Hon. Peter DOWDING, to the
Minister for Lands:

In view of the Minister's answer to my
question without notice on 7 April 1981,
that Aborigines and others have the
same criteria applied to them in the
approval or refusal of a transfer of a
pastoral lease-

(a)
(b)

what criteria are applied; and
for how long has this been the
position?

The Hon. 1. G. Medealt (for the Hon. D. .
WORDSWORTH) replied:

(a) The information required of all
applicants is as set out in a
departmental information sheet. A
copy of the sheet, which is freely
available to any inquirer, is
submitted for tabling.

(b) The terms of the requirements were
substantially approved on 13
August, 1979. The supplementary
information required under items 1,
2. and 6 of the information sheet
has since been added.

The paper was tabled (see paper No. 137).

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

AGNEW CLOUGHI- LTD.

Land

54. The Hon. F. E. McKenzie (for
LYLA ELLIOTT), to the
representing the Minister for
Development:

the Hon.
Minister

Resources

(1) Further to question 14 of Wednesday,
25 March, seeking information
concerning land involved in the
Wundowie Charcoal Iron Industry sale
agreement, as it is now two weeks since
the question was asked, will the Leader
of the House supply the answer?

(2) If not, why not?

The Hon. I.C. MEOCALE replied:

The Minister for Resources
Development thanks the Hon. Lyla
Elliott for notice of her question, the
answer to which is as follows-

(1) and (2) The information is
available. The information
requires input from
departments, and all details
yet to hand.

not yet
sought
several
are not

LAND

Tax

55- The Hon. J. M. BERINSON, to the Leader
of the House:

I thank the Leader of the House for his
answer to question 163 and would have
appreciated it even more if the answer
had related in some way to the question
actually asked. I draw his attention to
the fact that question 163, in the first
place, asks whether there is any reason
why land tax should not be treated as
other taxes. The reply was as follows-

At present, the assessment notices,
unlike some of the taxes, are not
marked "First and Final" notice.

With respect, that does not tell us why
land tax is not treated like other taxes; it
is simply telling us something we
already know; namely that land tax is
not treated like other taxes. I ask the
Leader of the House-

(1) If he is unable now to elaborate on
his answer, will he ascertain
whether he can later provide us
with an answer more relevant to
part (1) of the question?

(2) Referring to his answer to part (2)
of the question, is it a fact that, on
the basis of advice yesterday by the
Leader of the House, over I 1 000
reminder notices, at a cost of
something like $1 each, are
required because of the present
system?

(3) Is not that unnecessary expense?

The Hon. 1.0G. MEDCALF replied:

(1) to (3) Quite obviously, I am not in
a position to answer the question,
which is the responsibility of
another Minister. However, I shall
have some inquiries made into the
points made by Mr Berinson and let
him have the appropriate answers.
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CONSTITUTION: STATE

Consolidation
56. The Hon. J. M. BERINSON, to the

Attorney General:

The Attorney General may recall I
suggested last year that it would be
desirable to seek some consolidation of
the Constitution Act and the
Constitution Acts Amendment Act. As I
recall, his response was to the effect that
he agreed it would be desirable and, in
fact, that he had looked at the matter,
but that some considerable difficulties
seemed to arise in the process. I ask the
Attorney General whether the
consolidation of these two very
fundamental Acts is a matter of active
consideration and if so, whether he can
advise us of the prospects of some
action. Alternatively, and if necessary,
as an interim measure, would the
Attorney General be prepared to
undertake to examine both these Acts
with a view to at least removing from
them those very substantial sections
which are inoperable, either because
they relate simply to interim provisions
or, like the excise power, became
inoperable by the formation of the
Commonwealth, some 80 years ago?

The Hon. 1. . MEDCALF replied:
It is quite true the member asked me
this question some months ago, shortly
after he entered this House, and it is
quite true that there are difficulties in
finding a way through this complicated
matter. I fully concede it is undesirable
that we should have our Constitution set
out in this way; I have made that point
before on a number of occasions, both in
this House and elsewhere.

The problem, of course, is a very
practical one and that is, it is very
difficult to combine matters which do
not necessarily mix very readily. The
member will no doubt agree when he
examines some of the items included in
the Acts that it is not only difficult to
interpret them, but also even more
difficult to try to combine or consolidate
them. It is not just a simple matter of
consolidating amendments into one
Statute.
The other problem with the Constitution
is that, being a Constitution, it is

regarded as untouchable by manry
people. I have had this experience
already in this Parliament, when some
very practical proposals were put up and
were supported by members of Mr
Berinson's party in this House, but,
unfortunately, were not supported by
members of his party in another place.
We ran into very great difficulties and
eventually the Sill was abandoned. That
Bill contained a number of provisions
which would have greatly simplified
some of the matters about which Mr
Berinson is complaining. It did, of
course, contain other matters. The
problem is that people regard with grave
suspicion any change in the
Constitution.

Mr Berinson asked me whether the
matter was under "active
consideration". "Activity" of course is a
matter of degree in any particular case.
We have many matters under
consideration and many other matters
under active consideration. This item is
still under consideration. However, I
must confess I am hoping for some
assistance from the Joint Select
Committee established to inquire into
certain aspects of the Constitution. I
believe these matters should all be
tackled at much the same time.

FISHERIES

Espera le

57. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:

the

I refer the Minister to his answer to
question 162 and ask-

(1) When were discussions held with
the canneries concerned? Did he
also hold discussions with the
fishermen and if so, when?.

(2) Has the Government taken any
initiative in the situation and if so,
what?
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The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:

(1) and (2) Quite honestly I am not
able off the top of my head to give
Mr Dowding the exact dates.
However, I can assure him the
matter was brought to my attention
at Esperance, probably when the
problems of the tuna fishermen first
came to light. I held discussions
with Hunts Foods and West Ocean
Canning Pty. Ltd. and at a later
stage I received a deputation of a
fishermen's association and
discussed the matter with them in
my office. I have also discussed the
problem with the local authorities
concerned, and the local members
of Parliament. It is a major
problem, and has arisen due to a
world oversupply of tuna. Indeed, in
the European markets the boats are
mainly tied up because the
fishermen are not able to sell their
catch. The same situation is
occurring in the Eastern States,
where there has been a tremendous
tuna catch. Certainly, I have
explored all avenues to assist in a
solution of this problem. I did
examine ways and means of
possibly providing Financial
assistance, but I did not see that
this was possible.

I am assured by the processors that
it is likely the present problems will
be resolved within a fairly short
period. That time has certainly not
been defined, but I can take what
they say to me as a hopeful sign.

In the meantime, the Fishermen
have the option either to tic up their
boats, or catch other fish such as
shark. It is simply a Matter of the
market being flooded with tuna and
the processors not being able to
cope with the catch, which is far in
excess of the catch of last year or
previous years. We must bear in
mind the tuna industry is an
expanding industry and the
processors do not know what to
expect from year to year.

FISHERIES

Espera ace

58. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:

My question is supplementary to my
previous question. Is it thought desirable
that the canning industry, which is
receiving State Government assistance,
should be in a position to look to the
importation of tuna when a few hundred
miles away, tuna fishermen are unable
to run their businesses?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:
My understanding is that last year, the
processors purchased tuna from overseas
because the local fishermen were unable
to keep up with supply. We should bear
in mind the canning industry has been
established on a production-line basis; if
the processors cannot obtain supplies
locally, it is necessary either to put
people off or import fish from elsewhere.
The companies did enter into
negotiations last year and I suppose
some of the contractual arrangements
would have entered into this year's
arrangements. However I am assured by
the processors that they will make every
endeavour wherever possible to purchase
local fish and support the local
fishermen in their interests.
This problem has been due to a
fluctuating market and the fact that the
processors were unable to keep their
processing plant going last year without
importing fish; perhaps the companies
anticipated there would also be a
shortage of fish this year, instead of
which there has been an oversupply. I
believe that from now on, the companies
will expect a greater catch from local
fishermen, and, accordingly, will make
the necessary arrangements to cater for
that catch.

FISHERIES

Espera ace

59. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:

With reference to the Minister's earlier
answers, in view of the fact the State
Government has made financial
advances and assistance available to
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these canning operations, will he arrange
for officers of his department to inspect
the contractual documents allegedly
entered into by these processors with the
Japanese suppliers to see whether in fact
the canneries are under legal obligation
to accept Japanese tuna, or whether it is
merely of commercial advantage for
them to do so?

The Hon. G. E. MASTERS replied:
No, I will not; the agreements entered
into by the companies are a business
arrangement, I believe the companies
have in mind the future of our own local
fishermen, and will do the best they can.
Whether the companies need to enter
into contractual arrangements is their
business. I accept the companies' word
that they are doing everything they. can
and have purchased overseas fish only
because they experienced difficulties
with local supplies.

FISHERIES

referred to the Joint Select Committee
on offices of profit. As the committee
seems to have fallen into a hole with the
prorogation of Parliament and has not
yet been resuscitated, can the Attorney
General indicate whether any steps are
being taken, or are proposed to be taken,
to get the committee on the road again?

The IHon. 1. G. Medcalf: I did not properly
hear the question.

The Hon. H. W. OLNEY: The Joint Select
Committee to which the Minister
referred went out of existence when the
last session of Parliament was prorogued
and nothing seems to have been done to
get it back on the road. I am wondering
whether anything is to be done or is
contemplated to be done about the
matter.

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

I understand that matter is receiving
attention.

Esperance

60. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife:

(1) Will the Minister make it a condition of
further grants of largesse to Western
Australian fish canning companies that
they make available documentation if
they intend to enter into contracts for
the supply of fish from overseas sources?

(2) If not, why not?
The "on. G. E. MASTERS replied:
(1) and (2) No, and I suggest if this

interrogation is going to continue, the
member put further questions on notice.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT: OFFICES OF

PROFIT

Joint Select Commrittee: Rea ppoinl meat.

61 The Hon. H-. W. OLNEY, to the Attorney
General:

This question arises Out of the Attorney
General's answer to the Hon. J. M.
Berinson a few minutes ago when he

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE

A borigines

62. The Hon. PETER DOWDING, to the
Attorney General:

My question refers to the Aboriginal
Communities Act. Is it the Attorney
General's intention to ensure that all
justices operating under the provisions of
that Act are in fact Aboriginal justices?

The Hon. t. G. MEDCALF replied:

I cannot say that is my intention. It is
my intention to co-operate 100 per cent
with the local communities and if they
were to nominate a person who was not
of pure Aboriginal extraction, I would
not derriur in that ground. Therefore,
the decision will not be based on any
racial consideration; it will depend
largely on the wishes of the local
community.
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PARLIAMENT

Questions: Cost of Answers

The Hon. H. W. OLNEY, to the Leader or the
House;.

This question arises out or the answer
given by the Leader of the House
yesterday to a question asked by the
Hon. Sandy Lewis in regard to the cost
of asking questions. I ask-

Is the Leader of the Housc able to
say whether arn economy of scale

could be achieved by our asking

uiore questions so that the unit cost
would be reduced or, alternatively,

in order to help reduce the cost,
would he encourage us to ask more
questions without notice?

The Hon. 1. G. MEDCALF replied:

The honourable member's guess is as
good as mine!
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